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GENERAL  INTEREST 


Her  Husband 


Luigi  Pirandello 

Translated  by  Martha  King  and  Mary  Ann  Frese  Witt 

One  of  the  twentieth  century’s 
greatest  literary  artists  and 
winner  of  a  Nobel  prize  in  1934, 

Luigi  Pirandello  wrote  the  novel 
Her  Husband  in  1911,  before  he 
produced  any  of  the  well- 
known  plays  with  which  his 
name  is  most  often  associated 
today.  Her  Husband — translated 
here  for  the  first  time  into 
English — is  a  profoundly  enter¬ 
taining  work,  by  turns  funny, 
bitingly  satirical,  and  tinged 
with  anguish.  As  important  as 
any  of  the  other  works  in 
Pirandello’s  oeuvre,  it  portrays 
the  complexities  of  male/female 
relations  in  the  context  of  an 
emerging  Italian  feminist  move¬ 
ment. 

Evoking  in  vivid  detail  the  liter¬ 
ary  world  in  Rome  at  the  turn  of 
the  century,  Her  Husband  tells 
the  story  of  Silvia  Roncella,  a  tal¬ 
ented  young  female  writer,  and 
her  husband  Giustino  Boggiolo. 

The  novel  opens  with  their 
arrival  in  Rome  after  having  left 
their  provincial  southern  Italian 
hometown  following  the  success 
of  Silvia’s  first  novel,  the  rather 
humorously  titled  House  of 
Dwarves.  As  his  wife’s  self- 
appointed  (and  self-important) 
promoter,  protector,  counselor, 
and  manager,  Giustino  becomes 
the  primary  target  of  Pirandello’s 
satire.  But  the  couple’s  relation¬ 
ship — and  their  dual  career — is 
also  complicated  by  a  lively  sup¬ 
porting  cast  of  characters, 
including  literary  bohemians 
with  avant-garde  pretensions 
and  would-be  aristocratic 
aesthetes  who  are  all  too  aware 
of  the  newly  acquired  power  of 
journalists  and  the  publishing 
establishment  to  make  or  break 
their  careers.  Having  based  many 
of  the  characters — including 
Silvia  and  Giustino — on  actual 
literary  acquaintances  of  his, 

Pirandello  reacted  to  the  novel’s 


“Pirandello’s  fiction  has  been  overshadowed  in  America  by  his  epoch- 
making  plays,  and  one  of  his  seven  extraordinary  novels  has  never  even 
been  published  in  English.  Till  now,  that  is,  thanks  to  excellent  transla¬ 
tors,  Martha  King  and  Mary  Ann  Witt.  American  readers  will  have 
great  fun  with  Her  Husband.” — Eric  Bentley 

“[Pirandello’s]  real  interest  seems  to  lie  in  exploring  the  relationship 
between  femininity  and  creativity,  an  interest  which  takes  his  artistry 
far  beyond  his  own  time  and  his  own  prejudices  to  chart  new  territory. 
His  intricate  and  subtle  explorations  of  the  mind  of  the  woman  writer, 
of  the  relations  between  creation  and  procreation,  and  the  contradic¬ 
tions  inherent  in  literature  as  art  and  literature  as  business,  speak  to 
the  preoccupations  of  the  twenty-first  century  as  they  did  to  the  first 
years  of  the  1900s.” — from  the  Afterword 


viding  his  most  enduring  contri¬ 
bution  to  modern  European  the¬ 
ater.  Her  Husband  is  Pirandello’s 
fifth  novel. 

Martha  King  is  the  translator  of 
numerous  books.  Mary  Ann 
Frese  Witt  is  Professor  of  French 
and  Italian  at  North  Carolina 
State  University. 


LUIGI  PIRANDELLO 


controversial  reception  by  not 
allowing  it  to  be  reprinted  after 
the  first  printing  sold  out.  Not 
until  after  his  death  were  copies 
again  made  available  in  Italy. 

Readers  will  find  Her  Husband 
eerily  evocative  of  the  present  in 
myriad  ways — not  the  least  of 
which  is  contemporary  society’s 
ongoing  transformation  wrought 
by  the  changing  roles  of  men 
and  women,  wives  and  hus¬ 
bands. 

Luigi  Pirandello  (1867-1936), 
Italian  dramatist,  novelist,  short 
story  and  essay  writer,  was 
awarded  the  Nobel  Prize  for 
Literature  in  1934.  Pirandello 
shares  the  stage  with  Ibsen  and 
Brecht  as  one  of  the  most  influ¬ 
ential  modern  dramatists  of  the 
early  twentieth  century.  A  pro¬ 
lific  writer,  he  began  his  literary 
career  as  a  novelist  and  writer  of 
short  stories,  the  best  known  of 
which  is  the  novel  The  Late 
Mattia  Pascal,  published  in  1904. 
Pirandello’s  nearly  forty  plays 
won  him  an  international  repu¬ 
tation,  with  Six  Characters  in 
Search  of  an  Author  (1921)  pro- 
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“I  was  looking  for  any  way  out,  some  Mad  Hatter  to  lead  me  down  a 
rabbit  hole  into  a  world  where  I  didn’t  have  to  carry  a  clutch  purse  and 
want  to  be  dominated  by  some  guy  with  a  crew  cut  and  no  neck. ...  So 
when  I  read  Coming  of  Age  in  Samoa  my  senior  year  in  college,  I  was, 
to  put  it  mildly,  receptive.” — from  the  Introduction 

“Esther  Newton’s  work  . . .  has  changed  anthropology,  feminist  stud¬ 
ies,  and  queer  studies  in  remarkable  ways. . . .  Newton’s  methodologi¬ 
cal  innovation  has  less  to  do  with  crafting  new  empirical  tools  and 
more  to  do  with  a  creative  and  inspired  mode  of  listening  and  partici¬ 
pating  in  the  cultures  she  studies.  Newton  performs  an  anthropology 
of  self  which  is  neither  narcissistic  nor  alienated.” 

— Judith  Halberstam,  from  the  Foreword 


ESTHER  NEWTON.  1972  /  PHOTO  BY  BARBARA  TO  WAR 


Margaret  Mead  Made  Me  Gay 

Personal  Essays,  Public  Ideas 
Esther  Newton 

With  Forewords  by  Judith  Halberstam  and  William  L.  Leap 


Margaret  Mead  Made  Me  Gay  is 
the  intellectual  autobiography  of 
cultural  anthropologist  Esther 
Newton,  a  pioneer  in  gay  and 
lesbian  studies.  Chronicling  the 
development  of  her  ideas  from 
the  excitement  of  early  feminism 
in  the  1960s  to  friendly  critiques 
of  queer  theory  in  the  1990s,  this 
collection  covers  a  range  of 
topics  such  as  why  we  need  more 
precise  sexual  vocabularies,  why 
there  have  been  fewer  women 
doing  drag  than  men,  and  how 
academia  can  make  itself  more 
hospitable  to  queers.  It  brings 
together  such  classic  essays  as 
“The  Mythic  Mannish  Lesbian” 
and  “Dick(less)  Tracy  and  the 
Homecoming  Queen”  with 
entirely  new  work  such  as 
“Theater:  Gay  Anti-Church.” 

Newton’s  provocative  essays 
detail  a  queer  academic  career 
while  offering  a  behind-the- 
scenes  view  of  academic  homo¬ 
phobia.  In  four  sections  that  cor¬ 
respond  to  major  periods  and 
interests  in  her  life — “Drag  and 
Camp,”  “Lesbian-Feminism,” 
“Butch,”  and  “Queer  Anthro¬ 
pology” — the  volume  reflects  her 
successful  struggle  to  create  a 
body  of  work  that  uses  cultural 
anthropology  to  better  under¬ 
stand  gender  oppression,  early 
feminism,  theatricality  and  per¬ 
formance,  and  the  sexual  and 
erotic  dimensions  of  fieldwork. 
Combining  personal,  theoretical, 
and  ethnographic  perspectives, 
Margaret  Mead  Made  Me  Gay 
also  includes  photographs  from 
Newton’s  personal  and  profes¬ 
sional  life. 


With  wise  and  revealing  discus¬ 
sions  of  the  complex  relations 
between  experience  and  philoso¬ 
phy,  the  personal  and  the  politi¬ 
cal,  and  identities  and  practices, 
Margaret  Mead  Made  Me  Gay  is 
important  for  anyone  interested 
in  the  birth  and  growth  of  gay 
and  lesbian  studies. 

Esther  Newton  is  Professor  of 
Anthropology  and  Kempner 
Distinguished  Professor  at  State 
University  of  New  York  at 
Purchase.  She  is  the  author  of 
several  books,  including  Mother 
Camp ,  a  seminal  study  of 
American  drag  queens,  and 
Cherry  Grove,  Fire  Island:  Sixty 
Years  in  America’s  First  Gay  and 
Lesbian  Town.  Among  other  dis¬ 
tinctions,  she  was  Scholarly 
Advisor  for  the  documentary 
film  Paris  Is  Burning,  a  founding 
member  of  the  Center  for 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Studies  at  the 
CUNY  Graduate  Center,  and 
member  of  the  Advisory  Group 
for  Stonewall  History  Project. 
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AMBER  HOLLIBAUGH,  SAN  FRANCISCO.  1970s. 


My  Dangerous  Desires 

A  Queer  Girl  Dreaming  Her  Way  Home 

Amber  L.  Hollibaugh 

With  a  Foreword  by  Dorothy  Allison 


“So  for  many  years  I  led  a  double  life:  working  as  a  left  political  orga¬ 
nizer,  filmmaker,  and  writer  during  the  day  while  supporting  myself  as 
a  Vegas  stripper  and,  as  a  young  woman,  earning  a  living  through 
prostitution.  As  a  dyke  in  the  left  before  Stonewall  and  a  high  femme 
lesbian  during  the  growth  of  lesbian-feminism,  my  erotic  yearnings 
were  often  in  direct  opposition  to  the  very  political  movements  I  was 
committed  to  creating.” — from  the  Introduction 

“Amber  Hollibaugh  is  a  brilliant  activist  intellectual  from  trailer  park 
America.  For  years  her  written  and  spoken  words  have  made  history. 
Now  we  have  them  all  in  a  book  that  belongs  in  the  toolbox  of  every 
working  person.  Pick  it  up  and  put  it  to  work.” — Allan  Berube, 
author  of  Coming  Out  Under  Fire:  The  History  of  Gay  Men 
and  Women  in  World  War  Two 

“I  welcome  you  to  my  friend’s  essays,  to  the  unique  sharp-eyed  glance 
of  a  woman  who  had  to  fight  to  be  able  to  say,  ‘I  want.’  In  Amber’s  life, 
desire  has  been  made  sacred.  Whether  she  is  writing  about  the  female 
body,  the  femme  psyche,  or  the  fearful  need  to  admit  desire  itself, 
Amber  has  vindicated  all  our  lives.” — Dorothy  Allison,  from  the 
Foreword 


Amber  L.  Hollibaugh  is  a  lesbian 
sex  radical,  ex-hooker,  incest 
survivor,  gypsy  child,  poor- 
white-trash,  high  femme  dyke. 
She  is  also  an  award-winning 
filmmaker,  feminist,  left  political 
organizer,  public  speaker,  and 
journalist.  My  Dangerous  Desires 
presents  over  twenty  years  of 
Hollibaugh’s  writing,  an  intro¬ 
duction  written  especially  for 
this  book,  and  five  new  essays 
including  “A  Queer  Girl 
Dreaming  Her  Way  Home,” 

“My  Dangerous  Desires,”  and 
“Sexuality,  Labor,  and  the  New 
Trade  Unionism.” 

In  looking  at  themes  such  as  the 
relationship  between  activism 
and  desire  or  how  sexuality  can 
be  intimately  tied  to  one’s  class 
identity,  Hollibaugh  fiercely  and 
fearlessly  analyzes  her  own  polit¬ 
ical  development  as  a  response 
to  her  unique  personal  history. 
She  explores  the  concept  of 
labeling  and  the  associated  issues 
of  categories  such  as  butch  or 
femme,  transgender,  bisexual, 
top  or  bottom,  drag  queen, 
b-girl,  or  drag  king.  The  volume 
includes  conversations  with 
other  writers,  such  as  Deirdre 
English,  Gayle  Rubin,  Jewelle 
Gomez,  and  Cherrie  Moraga. 
From  the  groundbreaking  article 
“What  We’re  Rollin’  Around  in 
Bed  With”  to  the  radical  “Sex 
Work  Notes:  Some  Tensions  of  a 
Former  Whore  and  a  Practicing 
Feminist,”  Hollibaugh  charges 
ahead,  describing  her  reality, 
never  flinching  from  the  truth. 
Dorothy  Allison’s  moving  fore¬ 
word  pays  tribute  to  a  life  lived 
in  struggle  by  a  working-class 
lesbian  who,  like  herself,  refuses 
to  suppress  her  dangerous 
desires. 

Having  informed  many  of  the 
debates  that  have  become  central 


to  gay  and  lesbian  activism, 
Hollibaugh’s  work  challenges 
her  readers  to  speak,  write,  and 
record  their  desires — especially, 
perhaps,  the  most  dangerous  of 
them — “in  order  for  us  all  to 
survive.” 

Amber  L.  Hollibaugh  has  been  a 
political  activist  for  over  thirty 
years.  The  documentary  film  she 
coproduced  and  directed,  The 
Heart  of  the  Matter,  won  the 
Freedom  of  Expression  award  at 
the  1994  Sundance  Film  Festival. 
Among  her  health  education 
work,  she  founded  and  directed 
the  Lesbian  AIDS  Project  at  Gay 
Men’s  Health  Crisis  in  New 
York,  for  which  she  won  the 
Dr.  Susan  M.  Love  Award  for 


Achievement  in  Women’s 
Health.  She  has  written  for, 
among  others,  The  Nation, 
Socialist  Review,  NY  Native,  and 
the  Village  Voice.  My  Dangerous 
Desires  is  her  first  book. 
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Sapphic  Slashers 

Sex,  Violence,  and  American  Modernity 
Lisa  Duggan 


On  a  winter  day  in  1892,  in  the 
broad  daylight  of  downtown 
Memphis,  Tennessee,  a  middle- 
class  woman  named  Alice 
Mitchell  slashed  the  throat  of  her 
lover,  Freda  Ward,  killing  her 
instantly.  Local,  national,  and 
international  newspapers,  med¬ 
ical  and  scientific  publications, 
and  popular  fiction  writers  all 
clamored  to  cover  the  ensuing 
“girl  lovers”  murder  trial.  Lisa 
Duggan  locates  in  this  sensation¬ 
alized  event  the  emergence  of  the 
lesbian  in  U.S.  mass  culture  and 
shows  how  newly  “modern” 
notions  of  normality  and  moral¬ 
ity  that  arose  from  such  cases 
still  haunt  and  distort  lesbian 
and  gay  politics  to  the  present 
day. 

Situating  this  story  alongside 
simultaneously  circulating 
lynching  narratives  (and  resis¬ 
tant  versions,  such  as  those  of 
Memphis  anti-lynching  activist 
Ida  B.  Wells)  Duggan  reveals 
how  stories  of  sex  and  violence 
were  crucial  to  the  development 
of  American  modernity.  While 
careful  to  point  out  the  differ- 


LISA  DUGGAN/PHOTO  BY  MARGET  LONG. 


ences  between  the  public  reigns 
of  terror  that  led  to  many  lynch- 
ings  and  the  rarer  instances  of 
the  murder  of  one  woman  by 
another  privately  motivated 
woman,  Duggan  asserts  that 
dominant  versions  of  both  sets 
of  stories  contributed  to  the 
marginalization  of  African 
Americans  and  women  while 
solidifying  a  distinctly  white, 
male,  heterosexual  form  of 
American  citizenship.  Having 
explored  the  role  of  turn-of-the- 
century  print  media — and  in 
particular  their  tendency  toward 
sensationalism — Duggan  moves 
next  to  a  review  of  sexology  liter¬ 
ature  and  to  novels,  most 
notably  Radclyffe  Hall’s  The  Well 
of  Loneliness.  Sapphic  Slashers 
concludes  with  two  appendices, 
one  of  which  presents  a  detailed 
summary  of  Ward’s  murder,  the 
trial,  and  Mitchell’s  eventual 
institutionalization.  The  other 
presents  transcriptions  of  letters 
exchanged  between  the  two 
women  prior  to  the  crime. 

Lisa  Duggan  is  Associate 
Professor  of  American  Studies 
and  History  at  New  York 
University.  She  is  coauthor  of 
Sex  Wars:  Sexual  Dissent  and 
Political  Culture  and  coeditor  of 
Our  Monica,  Ourselves:  The 
Clinton  Affair  and  National 
Interest. 


DOUBLE  PORTRAIT  OF  FREDA  WARD  AND  ALICE  MITCHELL  FROM  AN  1892  MEMPHIS  NEWSPAPER. 


“A  book  to  die  for!  Theoretically  sophisticated,  yet  written  with  clarity 
and  elegance,  Sapphic  Slashers  opens  whole  new  worlds  of  understand¬ 
ing  about  sexuality,  gender  norms,  racial  injustice,  violence,  and  the 
complex  ways  they  are  connected.  Full  of  passion  and  intelligence,  it 
made  me  think  in  fresh  new  ways  about  issues  of  great  importance. 
Duggan’s  is  an  amazing  intellect.” — John  D’Emilio,  coauthor  of 
Intimate  Matters:  A  History  of  Sexuality  in  America 

“In  this  stunningly  coherent  and  compelling  account  of  the  develop¬ 
ment  of ‘American  modernity,’  Duggan  captures  our  interest  with  the 
sensational  tale  of  lesbian  love  murder  but  then  insists  that  we  read  this 


tale  through  turn-of-the-century  debates  over  racial  violence  and 
against  the  backdrop  of  the  medicalization  of  homosexuality.  Sapphic 
Slashers  has  ‘classic’  written  all  over  it.” — Judith  Halberstam, 
author  of  Female  Masculinity 

paper,  $17.95^  /  £11.95 
isbn  0-8223-2609-4 
library  cloth,  $49.95  /  £34.00 
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Beautiful  Work 

A  Meditation  on  Pain 
Sharon  Cameron 


The  stories  one  tells  about  pain 
are  profound  ones.  Nothing  is 
more  legible  than  these  stories. 
But  something  is  left  out  of 
them.  If  there  were  no  stories, 
there  might  be  a  moment  of 
innocence.  A  moment  before  the 
burden  of  the  stories  and  their 
perceived  causes  and  conse¬ 
quences.  For  Anna,  the  narrator 
of  Beautiful  Work,  there  were 
moments  when  it  was  not  accu¬ 
rate  to  say  in  relation  to  pain 
“because  of  this,”  or  “leading  to 
that.”  They  were  lucid  moments. 
And  so  she  began  to  hunger  for 
storylessness. 

In  order  to  understand  the 
nature  of  pain,  Anna  undertakes 
a  meditation  practice.  We  tend 
to  think  of  pain  as  self-absorbing 


and  exclusively  our  own  (“my 
pain,”  “I  am  in  pain”).  In  dis¬ 
tinction,  Sharon  Cameron’s 
Anna  comes  to  explore  pain  as 
common  property,  and  as  the 
basis  for  a  radically  reconceived 
selfhood.  Resisting  the  limita¬ 
tions  of  memoir,  Beautiful  Work 
speaks  from  experience  and 
simultaneously  releases  it  from 
the  closed  shell  of  personal  own¬ 
ership.  Outside  of  the  not  quite 
inevitable  stories  we  tell  about  it, 
experience  is  less  protected,  less 
compromised,  and  more  vivid 
than  could  be  supposed. 

Beautiful  Work  brings  to  bear  the 
same  interest  in  consciousness 
and  intersubjectivity  that  charac¬ 
terizes  Cameron’s  other  work. 


“In  Beautiful  Work  Sharon  Cameron  tries  to  locate  the  origin  of  pain, 
tries  to  free  it  from  narrative,  so  that  it  can  be  known  as  something  in 
itself.  It  is  an  obsessive  yet  disciplined  search.  Cameron’s  prose  is  lyri¬ 
cal,  even  incantatory,  and  its  descriptive  acuity  carries  the  reader  to  the 
far  reaches  of  consciousness,  to  a  place  where  language  both  embodies 
sensation  and  moves  beyond  it,  creating  a  delirium  of  awareness,  a 
place  where  the  presence  of  nothing  (disembodied  yet  whole)  and 
death  are  agents  of  illumination.  Beautiful  Work  in  itself  is  a  beautiful 
work,  a  profound  and  original  one." — Mark  Strand 

“ Beautiful  Work  is  a  remarkable  book.  It  is  the  key  that  fits  the  lock — 
this  is  the  possibility  of  living  without  pain  turning  into  suffering,  of 
freeing  the  body  to  heal  in  the  heart." — Stephen  Levine 


Sharon  Cameron  is  Kenan 
Professor  of  English  at  The  Johns 
Hopkins  University.  Her  previ¬ 
ous  books  include  Choosing  Not 
Choosing:  Emily  Dickinson’s 
Fascicles;  Writing  Nature:  Henry 
Thoreau’s  Journal,  and  Thinking 
in  Henry  James. 

BELLES  LETTRES/EASTERN 
PHILOSOPHY 

128  pages 
6x9  trim  size 
isbn  0-8223-2508-x 
cloth,  $i8.95tr  /  £12.95 

SEPTEMBER 


“ Beautiful  Work  employs  the  strategies  of  twentieth-century  mod¬ 
ernism  to  satisfy  its  ‘hunger  for  storylessness,’  but  is  a  work  of  dazzling 
contemporaneity.  Poetry,  fiction,  autobiography,  philosophy,  and  the¬ 
ology  comfortably  coexist  and  seamlessly  merge  in  this  delicate  but 
fearless  probing  of  the  unanswerable  questions  that  are  the  source  of 
all  serious  writing.  Cameron  is  a  wonderful  addition  to  the  small  choir 
of  low,  clear  voices  dedicated  to  the  performance  of  the  difficult  and 
strange.” — Janet  Malcolm 
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Solitaire  of  Love 


Cristina  Peri  Rossi 

Translated  by  Robert  S.  Rudder  and  Gloria  Arjona 
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Cristina  Pen  Rossi 
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CRISTINA  PERI  ROSSI 


Solitaire  of  Love,  an  achingly  lyri¬ 
cal  novel  by  internationally 
acclaimed  Latin  American  writer 
Cristina  Peri  Rossi,  explores  the 
sense  of  emotional  exile  that 
sexual  passion  can  evoke.  Only 
the  fourth  book  of  Peri  Rossi’s  to 
be  translated  into  English — the 
others  are  The  Ship  of  Fools,  A 
Forbidden  Passion,  and 
Dostoevsky’s  Last  Night — 
Solitaire  of  Love  showcases  the 
mesmerizingly  rhythmic  lan¬ 
guage  that  has  become  the  trade¬ 
mark  of  this  award-winning  and 
prolific  author  of  novels,  essay 
collections,  poetry,  and  short 
stories. 

Tracing  the  course  of  a  relation¬ 
ship  as  it  evolves  into  uncom¬ 
promising  self-destruction,  the 
narrator  of  Solitaire  of  Love 
becomes  addicted  to  his  own 
passion  and  to  the  body  of  his 
beloved.  Erotic,  romantic  love 
becomes  bewitchment,  produc¬ 
ing  a  heightened  state  where 
time  is  measured  in  the  rhythms 
of  a  chosen  body  and  pride 
becomes  subservient  to  obses¬ 
sion.  The  specifics  of  this  other 
body  trump  any  claim  to  ordi¬ 
nary  existence  for  the  narrator, 
as  sex  becomes  a  kind  of  idola¬ 
trous  slavery  and  love  becomes  a 
mechanism  for  self-immolation. 
As  in  Peri  Rossi’s  other  works, 
an  ambiguous  sense  of  gender 
and  sexuality  arise  from  her 
uniquely  experimental  prose  and 
mystically  erotic  logic.  Language 
is  subsumed  into  this  process  as 
a  way  to  bear  witness,  to  transfix 
and  capture  the  love  object.  The 
Umbo  of  obsession,  as  described 
by  Peri  Rossi,  creates  an  infan- 
tilizing  brand  of  loneliness, 
broken  by  flashes  of  joy,  insight, 
fury,  and  fear. 


“An  extraordinary  love  story  by  an  extraordinary  writer.  Love  as  exile 
and  love  as  words  that  devour  loneliness  and  reveal  it.” 

— Ariel  Dorfman 

“Cristina  Peri  Rossi  is  not  only  aware  of  the  hells  of  this  world,  she 
understands  the  lures  of  paradise.  Her  exquisite  prose  projects  her 
readers  into  a  surrealistic  realm  that  is  filled  with  forbidden  yet  fasci¬ 
nating  choices.” — Julio  Cortazar 

“A  truly  original  work.  Cristina  Peri  Rossi  masterfully  orchestrates  an 
alternate  and  highly  intelligent  exploration  of  erotica.  Her  fabulous 
writing  wittily  imbalances  the  delicate  inner  linguistic  structure  of  love. 
Slowly  dissecting  sexuality,  it  offers  itself  at  the  end  of  this  inner  trip  as 
the  only  linguistic  truth:  love  is  a  solitary,  organic  game.” 

— Teresa  M.  Vilaros,  author  of  El  Mono  Del  Desencanto 


This  novel  was  originally  pub¬ 
lished  in  Spanish  in  1988. 

Cristina  Peri  Rossi  was  born  in 
Uruguay  in  1941.  At  the  age  of  31, 
her  political  activism  prompted 
her  to  flee  to  Spain,  where  she 
has  remained.  The  author  of 
twenty  books — including 
Dostoevsky’s  Last  Night  and  A 
Forbidden  Passion — Peri  Rossi 
was  awarded  a  John  Simon 
Guggenheim  grant  for  fiction  in 
1994  and  the  City  of  Barcelona 
Prize  for  the  best  book  of 
Spanish  poetry  in  1991.  Her 
works  have  been  translated  into 
a  dozen  languages. 

Robert  S.  Rudder  is  author  of 
The  Literature  of  Spain  in  English 
Translation:  A  Biography.  Gloria 
Arjona  has  previously  translated 
two  books  with  Rudder:  Nazarin 
and  City  of  Kings. 


LATIN  AMERICAN  FICTION 

104  pages 

6x9  trim  size 

isbn  0-8223-2540-3 

paper,  $i3-95tr  /  £9-95 

isbn  0-8223-2503-9 

library  cloth,  $34.95  /  £24.00 

august 

Rights:  World  English  language 
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The  Absent  City 

Ricardo  Piglia 

Translated  and  with  an  Introduction  by  Sergio  Waisman 


Widely  acclaimed  throughout 
Latin  America  after  its  1992 
release  in  Argentina,  The  Absent 
City  takes  the  form  of  a  futuristic 
detective  novel.  In  the  end,  how¬ 
ever,  it  is  a  meditation  on  the 
nature  of  totalitarian  regimes,  on 
the  transition  to  democracy  after 
the  end  of  such  regimes,  and  on 
the  power  of  language  to  create 
and  define  reality.  In  this  con¬ 
ceptually  daring  and  entertain¬ 
ing  work,  Ricardo  Piglia  com¬ 
bines  his  trademark  avant-garde 
aesthetics  with  astute  cultural 
and  political  insights  into 
Argentina’s  history  and  contem¬ 
porary  condition. 

The  novel  follows  Junior,  a 
reporter  for  a  daily  Buenos  Aires 
newspaper,  as  he  attempts  to 
locate  a  secret  machine  that  con¬ 
tains  the  mind  and  the  memory 
of  a  woman  named  Elena.  While 
Elena  produces  stories  that 
reflect  on  actual  events  in 
Argentina,  the  police  are  seeking 
her  destruction  because  of  the 
revelations  of  atrocities  that 
she- — the  machine — is  dissemi¬ 
nating  through  texts  and  taped 
recordings.  The  book  thus  por¬ 
trays  the  race  to  recover  the  his¬ 
tory  and  memory  of  a  city  and  a 
country  where  history  has  largely 
been  obliterated  by  political 
repression.  Its  narratives — all 
part  of  a  detective  story,  all  part 
of  something  more — multiply  as 
they  intersect  with  each  other, 
like  the  streets  and  avenues  of 
Buenos  Aires  itself. 

The  second  of  Piglia’s  novels  to 
be  published  by  Duke  University 
Press — the  first  was  Artificial 
Respiration — this  book  contin¬ 
ues  the  author’s  quest  to  portray 
the  abuses  and  atrocities  that 
characterize  dictatorships  as  well 
as  the  difficulties  associated  with 


making  the  transition  to  democ¬ 
racy.  Translated  and  with  an 
introduction  by  Sergio 
Waisman,  it  includes  a  new 
afterword  by  the  author. 

Ricardo  Piglia  lives  in  Argentina 
and  is  the  author  of  nine 
Spanish-language  books,  two  of 
which  have  been  previously 
translated  into  English:  Artificial 
Respiration  (see  p.  45)  and 
Assumed  Name.  His  books  have 
also  been  translated  into 


Portuguese,  French,  Italian,  and 
German.  Piglia’s  fiction  has  won 
the  Casa  de  las  Americas  Prize, 
the  Boriz  Vian  Prize,  and  the 
Premio  Planeta. 

Sergio  Waisman  is  Assistant 
Professor  of  Spanish  and 
Portuguese  at  San  Diego  State 
University.  His  previous  transla¬ 
tions  include  Piglia’s  Nombre 
falso  (Assumed  Name),  which 
received  the  Meritorious 


Achievement  Award  in  the  1995 
Eugene  M.  Kayden  National 
Translation  Contest. 

LATIN  AMERICAN  FICTION 

136  pages 
6x9  trim  size 
isbn  0-8223-2586-1 
paper,  $i5-95tr  /  £10.95 
isbn  0-8223-2557-8 
library  cloth,  $45.95  /  £30.50 

NOVEMBER 


“Though  clearly  walking  in  the  riverbank  footsteps  of  the  whimsical  Macedonio  and  the  noir  geniuses  Arlt 
and  Onetti,  Piglia  is  a  genuine  original,  gifted  with  a  fluid  imagination  that  rushes  past  traditional  narrative 
boundaries.  The  Absent  City  is  a  kind  of  mock  thriller  that  lures  its  reader  on,  not  with  the  question,  ‘What 
happens  next?’  but  with  ‘What  was  it  that  just  happened?”' — Robert  Coover 

“Piglia  is  Argentina’s  most  important  novelist,  a  compelling  writer  and  committed  intellectual  who  relent¬ 
lessly  deals  with  the  complicated  relationships  between  politics  and  fiction.  And  Sergio  Waisman  is  an  excep¬ 
tionally  gifted  translator  with  a  wonderful  ear  and  eye  for  the  reverberations  of  Spanish  in  English.  The  Absent 
City  is  a  book  for  our  times,  one  that  transcends  national  boundaries.  — Francine  Masiello,  author  of 
Between  Civilization  and  Barbarism 


7 


Now  in  paperback 

Learning  a  Trade 

A  Craftsman’s  Notebooks,  1955-1997 
Reynolds  Price 


Now  in  paperback 

Wet  Earth  and  Dreams 

A  Narrative  of  Grief  and  Recovery 
Jane  Lazarre 


An  award-winning  and  prolific 
author  of  novels,  plays,  poems, 
stories,  and  essays,  Reynolds 
Price  has  kept  a  working  journal 
of  his  writing  life  for  more  than 
forty  years.  Published  in  a 
unique  format  that  allows  for  the 
progressively  layered  manner  of 
his  thoughts,  Learning  a  Trade 
provides  a  window  into  this 
writer’s  creative  process  and 
craftsman’s  sensibilities.  Instead 
of  personal  memoir  or  a  collec¬ 
tion  of  literary  fragments, 
Learning  a  Trade  presents  what 
Price  has  called  the  “ongoing 
minutes”  of  his  effort  to  learn  his 
craft.  Revealing  the  genesis  and 
resolution  of  such  works  as  The 
Surface  of  Earth,  The  Source  of 
Light,  Kate  Vaiden,  Clear 
Pictures,  and  Blue  Calhoun,  this 
book  offers  a  rich  reward  to 
those  seeking  to  enter  the  guild 
of  writers,  as  well  as  those 
intrigued  by  the  process  of  the 
literary  life  or  fans  of  the  work  of 
Reynolds  Price. 

Reynolds  Price  is  the  author  of 
thirty  books.  His  novels  have 
received  both  the  William 
Faulkner  Award  and  the 
National  Book  Critics  Circle 


REYNOLDS  PRICE 

Learning  a  Trade 


Award.  A  regular  broadcast 
commentator  for  “All  Things 
Considered”  on  National  Public 
Radio,  Price  has  taught  English 
at  Duke  University  since  1958, 
where  he  is  James  B.  Duke 
Professor  of  English. 

LITERATURE/WRITING 

624  pages 
6x9  trim  size 
isbn  0-8223-2588-8 
paper,  $2i.95tr  /  £14.95 

SEPTEMBER 


“In  the  spring  of  1995,  the  condi¬ 
tion  I  seem  to  have  been  waiting 
for  all  my  life  finally  struck  me.” 
So  begins  Jane  Lazarre’s  account 
of  her  transforming  battle  with 
breast  cancer.  Following  in  the 
tradition  of  her  critically 
acclaimed  literary  memoirs, 
Lazarre  brilliantly  interweaves 
her  struggle  with  a  life-threaten¬ 
ing  illness  and  other  stories  of 
recent  and  past  losses— most 
notably,  coming  to  terms  with 
having  grown  up  a  motherless 
child  after  losing  her  mother  to 
breast  cancer  when  Jane  was  a 
small  child.  Lazarre  draws  her 
strength  from  her  faith  in  the 
power  of  storytelling  to  make 
bearable  the  seemingly  unbear¬ 
able.  Her  bravely  and  beautifully 
written  account  of  grief,  illness, 
and  recovery  is  at  the  last  a  cele¬ 
bration  of  the  redemptive  possi¬ 
bilities  of  the  creative  spirit. 

Jane  Lazarre  is  on  the  Faculty  of 
Eugene  Lang  College  at  the  New 
School  for  Social  Research.  She  is 
the  author  of  numerous  works  of 
fiction  and  nonfiction,  including 
Beyond  the  Whiteness  of 
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Jane  Lazarre 


Whiteness:  Memoir  of  a  White 
Mother  of  Black  Sons  and  The 
Mother  Knot,  both  published  by 
Duke  University  Press  (see  p. 
45)- 

MEMOIR/WOMEN  S  STUDIES 

136  pages 
6x9  trim  size 
isbn  0-8223-2543-8 
paper,  $i2.95tr  /  £8.95 

SEPTEMBER 


From  reviews  of  the  cloth  edition: 

“Learning  a  Trade  is  a  rare  contemporary  example  of  [a  published 
working  journal],  giving  us  an  almost  full  documentary  of  the  mind  of 
this  author.” — Alexander  Theroux,  Wall  Street  Journal 

“[W]hile  Price  pulls  deep  and  often  from  his  own  memories,  he  never 
confuses  a  notebook  with  a  journal  or  diary — forms  he  finds  to  be  ‘a 
repetitive  bore  at  the  end  of  a  day.’  Rather,  his  life  is  ‘all  in  the  work,’ 
he  once  claimed.  ‘Not  a  secret  spared.’” — Renee  Tursi,  New  York 
Times  Book  Review 


From  reviews  of  the  cloth  edition: 

“Jane  Lazarre  combines  Adrienne  Rich’s  brazen  approach  to  plumbing 
the  psyche  through  language  with  a  certain  belief  in  personal  narrative; 
her  intense  anxious  attachment  to  her  two  sons;  and  her  struggle  to 
write.” — Mamm  magazine 

“A  compelling  read  of  one  high  risk  woman’s  anticipation,  realization, 
and  emergence.” — Deborah  Axelrod,  M.D.,  coauthor  (with 
Rosie  O’Donnell)  of  Bosom  Buddies:  Lessons  and  Laughter 
on  Breast  Health  and  Cancer 

“[Lazarre’s]  best  and  most  powerful  work.” — Phillip  Lopate, 
author  of  Portrait  of  My  Body  and  The  Art  of  the  Personal 
Essay 
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Powerless  by  Design 

The  Age  of  the  International  Community 
Michel  Feher 


In  Powerless  by  Design  Michel 
Feher  addresses  Western  offi¬ 
cials’  responses  to  post-Cold 
War  conflicts  and  analyzes  the 
reactions  of  the  Left  to  their  gov¬ 
ernments’  positions.  Sometime 
in  the  early  1990s,  Feher  argues, 
U.S.  and  European  leaders  began 
portraying  themselves  as  the  rep¬ 
resentatives  of  a  new  interna¬ 
tional  community.  In  that  capac¬ 
ity,  they  developed  a  doctrine 
that  was  not  only  at  odds  with 
the  rhetoric  of  the  Cold  War  but 
also  a  far  cry  from  the  “new 
world  order”  announced  at  the 
outset  of  the  decade.  Whereas 
their  predecessors  had  invested 
every  regional  conflict  with  an 
ideological  stake,  explains  Feher, 
the  representatives  of  this  inter¬ 
national  community  claimed 
that  the  crises  they  confronted 
did  not  call  for  partisan  involve¬ 
ment. 

Exemplary  of  this  new  approach 
were  Western  responses  to 
ethnic  cleansing  in  the  former 
Yugoslavia  and  genocide  in 
Rwanda.  In  order  to  avoid  costly 
interventions,  U.S.  and 
European  leaders  traced  these 
crimes  to  ancient  tribal  enmities 
and  professed  that  the  role  of  the 
international  community  should 
be  limited  to  a  humanitarian, 
impartial,  and  conciliatory 
engagement  with  all  the  warring 
parties.  They  thus  managed  to 
appear  righteous  but  powerless, 
at  least  until  NATO’s  interven¬ 
tion  in  Kosovo.  Faced  with  this 
doctrine,  both  the  liberal  and 
radical  wings  of  the  Western  Left 
found  themselves  in  an  uneasy 
position.  Liberals,  while  lured  by 
their  leaders’  humanitarianism 
were  nonetheless  disturbed  by 
the  dismal  results  of  the  policies 
carried  out  in  the  name  of  the 
international  community. 
Conversely,  anti-imperialist  mil¬ 
itants  were  quick  to  mock  the 


hypocrisy  of  their  governments’ 
helpless  indignation,  yet  cer¬ 
tainly  were  not  prepared  to 
demand  that  Western  powers 
resort  to  force. 

Are  we  still  in  this  “age  of  the 
international  community”? 

Feher  shows  that  with  NATO’s 
intervention  in  Kosovo,  both  lib¬ 
eral  and  radical  activists  sud¬ 
denly  found  their  mark:  the 
former  welcomed  the  newfound 
resolve  of  their  governments, 
while  the  latter  condemned  it  as 
the  return  of  the  imperialist 
“new  world  order.”  For  Western 
leaders,  however,  the  war  against 
Serbia  proved  an  accident  rather 
than  a  turning  point.  Indeed,  less 
than  a  year  later,  their  indiffer¬ 
ence  to  the  destruction  of 
Chechnya  by  Russian  troops 
suggested  that  the  discursive 
strategy  exposed  in  Powerless  by 
Design  might  remain  with  us  for 
quite  some  time. 

Michel  Feher  is  Founding  Editor 
and  Publisher  of  Zone  Books  in 
New  York.  He  most  recently 
edited  The  Libertine  Reader: 
Eroticism  and  Enlightenment  in 
Eighteenth-Century  France. 

POLITICAL  SCIENCE/ 

CURRENT  AFFAIRS 

Public  Planet  Books 
152  pages 

51/2x81/2  trim  size 
isbn  0-8223-2613-2 
paper,  $14.95^  /  £9.95 
isbn  0-8223-2605-1 
library  cloth,  $39.95  /  £26.95 

NOVEMBER 


GENERAL  MLADIC,  LEFT.  DRINKS  A  TOAST  WITH  U.N,  COMMANDER  KORREMANS.  JULY  12.  1995. 
AP/WORLD  WIDE  PHOTOS. 


“Extremely  provocative  and  informative,  this  book  should  quickly 
become  the  center  of  political  debate  among  liberal  and  left  scholars 
and  activists.  The  book  deftly  lays  out  the  paradox  of  a  discourse  on 
human  rights  and  international  obligations  that  under  certain  political 
conditions  undermines  the  very  principles  at  stake.” — Judith  Butler, 
author  of  The  Psychic  Life  of  Power:  Theories  in  Subjection 

“Michel  Feher  is  a  keen  and  lucid  analyzer  of  doctrines  and  hypocrisies, 
and  in  Powerless  by  Design  he  has  given  us  a  truly  valuable  analysis  of 
the  doctrines  and  hypocrisies  of  right  now.” — Paul  Berman,  author 
of  A  Tale  of  Two  Utopias:  The  Political  Journey  of  the 
Generation  of  1968 
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M/E/A/N/l/N/G 

An  Anthology  of  Artists’  Writings,  Theory,  and  Criticism 


SUSAN  BEE  AND  MIRA  SCHOR/PHOTO  BY  SARAH 
WELLS.  ARTWORK  BY  MIRA  SCHOR. 


Susan  Bee  and  Mira  Schor,  editors 

With  a  Foreword  by  Johanna  Drucker 


M/E/A/N/I/N/G  brings  together 
essays  and  commentary  by  over 
one  hundred  artists,  critics,  and 
poets,  culled  from  the  art  maga¬ 
zine  of  the  same  name.  The  edi¬ 
tors- — artists  Susan  Bee  and  Mira 
Schor — have  selected  the  liveliest 
and  most  provocative  pieces 
from  the  maverick  magazine  that 
bucked  commercial  gallery  inter¬ 
ests  and  media  hype  during  its 
ten-year  tenure  (1986-1996)  to 
explore  visual  pleasure  with  a 
culturally  activist  edge. 

With  its  emphasis  on  artists’  per¬ 
spectives  on  aesthetic  and  social 
issues,  this  anthology  provides  a 
unique  opportunity  to  enter  into 
the  fray  of  the  most  hotly  con¬ 
tested  art  issues  of  the  past  few 
decades:  the  visibility  of  women 
artists,  sexuality  and  the  arts, 
censorship,  art  world  racism,  the 
legacies  of  modernism,  artists  as 
mothers,  visual  art  in  the  digital 
age,  and  the  rewards  and  toils  of 
a  lifelong  career  in  art.  The  stel¬ 
lar  cast  of  contributing  artists 
and  art  writers  includes  Nancy 
Spero,  Richard  Tuttle,  David 
Humphrey,  Thomas  McEvilley, 
Laura  Cottingham,  Johanna 
Drucker,  David  Reed,  Carolee 
Schneemann,  Whitney 
Chadwick,  Robert  Storr,  Leon 
Golub,  Charles  Bernstein,  and 
Alison  Knowles. 

This  compelling  and  theoreti¬ 
cally  savvy  collection  will  be  of 
interest  to  artists,  art  historians, 
critics,  and  a  general  audience 
interested  in  the  views  of  practic¬ 
ing  artists. 

Susan  Bee  is  an  artist,  editor,  and 
designer  who  founded,  coedited, 
and  designed  M/E/A/N/I/N/G 
magazine.  She  shows  her  paint¬ 
ings  at  A.I.R.  Gallery  in  New 
York  City  and  her  artist’s  books 


“M/E/A/N/I/N/G  reflects  a  time  when  artists  were,  in  a  sense,  the  criti¬ 
cal  theorists  of  the  moment.  Mira  Schor  and  Susan  Bee  inspired  many 
of  them  to  write  about  the  subjects  that  were  closest  to  their  hearts, 
minds,  and  art.” — Elizabeth  Hess,  art  critic 

“The  beauty  of  this  book  is  the  brilliant  amassing  by  Susan  Bee  and 
Mira  Schor  of  so  many  voices,  ideas,  and  approaches.  This  anthology  is 
full  of  gems,  separately  and  in  their  juxtapositions.  Fascinating,  rich 

fare.” — Moira  Roth,  coauthor  of  Difference/Indifference: 
Musings  on  Postmodernism,  Marcel  Duchamp,  and  John 
Cage 


include  Little  Orphan  Anagram 
and  Log  Rhythms. 

Mira  Schor  is  on  the  faculty  of 
the  Fine  Arts  Department  at 
Parsons  School  of  Design.  An 
award-winning  painter  and 
former  coeditor  and  founder  of 
M/E/A/N/I/N/G  magazine,  she  is 
the  author  of  Wet:  On  Painting, 
Feminism,  and  Art  Culture,  also 
published  by  Duke  University 
Press  (see  p.  42). 


ART/WOMEN  S  STUDIES 

392  pages 
6x9  trim  size 
isbn  0-8223-2566-7 
paper,  $2i.95tr  /  £14.95 
isbn  0-8223-2534-9 
library  cloth,  $64.95  /  £43-50 
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Reyita 

The  Life  of  a  Black  Cuban  Woman  in  the  Twentieth  Century 
Maria  de  los  Reyes  Castillo  Bueno 

As  told  to  her  daughter  Daisy  Rubiera  Castillo 

With  a  Foreword  by  Elizabeth  Dore  and  Translated  by  Anne  McLean 


Maria  de  los  Reyes  Castillo 
Bueno  (1902-1997),  a  black 
woman  known  as  “Reyita,” 
recounts  her  life  in  Cuba  over 
the  span  of  ninety  years.  Reyita’s 
voice  is  at  once  dignified,  warm, 
defiant,  strong,  poetic,  princi¬ 
pled,  and  intelligent.  Her  story — 
as  told  to  and  recorded  by  her 
daughter  Daisy  Rubiera 
Castillo — begins  in  Africa  with 
her  own  grandmother’s  abduc¬ 
tion  by  slave-traders  and  contin¬ 
ues  through  a  century  of  experi¬ 
ences  with  prejudices,  struggle, 
and  change  in  Cuba  for  Reyita 
and  her  numerous  family  mem¬ 
bers. 

Sensitive  to  and  deeply  knowl¬ 
edgeable  of  the  systemic  causes 
and  consequences  of  poverty, 
Reyita’s  testimony  considers  the 
impact  of  slavery  on  succeeding 
generations,  her  own  mother’s 
internalized  racism,  and  Cuba’s 
residual  discrimination.  The 
humiliation  and  poverty 
inflicted  on  the  black  Cuban 
community  as  well  as  her  deci¬ 
sion  to  marry  a  white  man  in  an 
effort  to  ensure  a  higher  stan¬ 
dard  of  living  form  the  basis  of 
other  chapters.  Having  actively 
participated  in  the  life  of  the 
community — often  caring  for 
the  children  of  prostitutes  along 
with  her  own  eight  and  giving 
herbal  medicine  and  “spiritual¬ 
ist”  guidance  to  ill  or  troubled 
neighbors — she  describes  her 
growing  resistance,  over  five 
decades  of  marriage,  to  her  hus¬ 
band’s  sexism  and  negativity. 
Strong-willed  and  frank  about 
her  sexuality  as  well  as  her  reli¬ 
gious  and  political  convictions, 
Reyita  describes  joining  the  rev¬ 
olutionary  movement  in  the  face 
of  her  husband’s  stern  objec¬ 
tions,  a  decision  that  adds  signif¬ 
icant  political  purpose  to  her  life. 


REYITA  (RIGHT)  WITH  FAMILY. 


At  book’s  end,  Reyita  radiates 
gratification  that  her  one  hun¬ 
dred  and  eighteen  descendants 
have  many  different  hues  of  skin, 
enjoy  a  variety  of  professions, 
and  are — “most  importantly” — 
free  of  racial  prejudice. 

Maria  de  los  Reyes  Castillo 
Bueno  was  a  mother,  laborer, 
and  activist  living  in  Cuba 
during  the  twentieth  century. 

Daisy  Rubiera  Castillo,  the 
author’s  daughter,  is  Founder  of 
the  Fernando  Ortiz  African 
Cultural  Centre  in  Santiago  de 
Cuba.  In  addition  to  the  Spanish 
edition  of  Reyita,  published  in 
1997,  she  is  the  author  of  Black 
Women  in  Cuba  (From  the 
Sixteenth  to  the  Twentieth 
Centuries). 

Elizabeth  Dore  is  the  coeditor  of 
Hidden  Histories  of  Gender  and 
the  State  in  Latin  America,  also 
published  by  Duke  University 
Press. 


“I  am  Reyita,  a  regular,  ordinary  person.  A  natural  person,  respectful, 
helpful,  decent,  affectionate,  and  very  independent.  For  my  mother,  it 
was  an  embarrassment,  that  I — of  her  four  daughters — was  the  only 
black  one.  I  always  felt  the  difference  between  us,  because  she  didn’t 
have  as  much  affection  for  me  as  she  did  for  my  sisters. ...  I  was  the 
victim  of  terrible  discrimination  from  my  mother.  And  if  you  add  that 
to  the  situation  in  Cuba,  you  can  understand  why  I  never  wanted  a 
black  husband.  I  had  good  reason,  you  know.  I  didn’t  want  to  have 
children  as  black  as  me,  so  that  no  one  would  look  down  on  them,  no 
one  would  harass  and  humiliate  them.  Oh,  God  only  knows!  I  didn’t 
want  my  children  to  suffer  what  I’d  had  to  suffer." — from  Reyita 
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Burn  This  House 

The  Making  and  Unmaking  of  Yugoslavia 

Revised  and  Expanded 

Jasminka  Udovicki  and  James  Ridgeway,  editors 


With  Muslim,  Croatian,  and 
Serbian  journalists  and  histori¬ 
ans  as  contributors,  Bum  This 
House  portrays  the  chain  of 
events  that  led  to  the  recent  wars 
in  the  heart  of  Europe. 
Comprised  of  critical,  non¬ 
nationalist  voices  from  the 
former  Yugoslavia,  this  volume 
elucidates  the  Balkan  tragedy 
while  directing  attention  toward 
the  antiwar  movement  and  the 
work  of  the  independent  media 
that  have  largely  been  ignored  by 
the  U.S.  press.  Updated  since  its 
first  publication  in  1997,  this 
expanded  edition,  more  relevant 
than  ever,  includes  material  on 
new  developments  in  Kosovo. 

The  contributors  show  that,  con¬ 
trary  to  descriptions  by  the 
Western  media,  the  roots  of  the 
warring  lie  not  in  ancient  Balkan 
hatreds  but  rather  in  a  specific 
set  of  sociopolitical  circum¬ 
stances  that  occurred  after  the 
death  of  Tito  and  culminated  at 
the  end  of  the  Cold  War.  In 
bringing  together  these  essays, 
Serbian-born  sociologist 
Jasminka  Udovicki  and  Village 
Voice  Washington  correspon¬ 
dent  James  Ridgeway  provide 
essential  historical  background 
for  understanding  the  turmoil  in 
Croatia,  Bosnia,  and  Kosovo  and 
expose  the  catalytic  role  played 
by  the  propaganda  of  a  powerful 
few  on  all  sides  of  what  eventu¬ 
ally  became  labeled  an  ethnic 
dispute. 

Burn  This  House  offers  a 
poignant,  informative,  and  fully 
up-to-date  explication  of  the 
continuing  Balkan  tragedy. 


PHOTO  BY  MAJA  MUNK. 


Contributors.  Sven  Balas,  Milan 
Milosevic  Branka  Prpa- 
Jovanovic,  James  Ridgeway, 
Stipe  Sikavica,  Ejub  Stitkovac, 
Mirko  Tepavac,  Ivan  Torov, 
Jasminka  Udovicki,  Susan 
Woodward 

Jasminka  Udovicki  is  Professor 
of  Sociology  at  the  Massa¬ 
chusetts  College  of  Art.  James 
Ridgeway  is  Washington  corre¬ 
spondent  for  the  Village  Voice. 
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From  reviews  of  the  first  edition: 

“A  superb  collection  of  essays. . . .  The  courage,  vigour,  and  fair-mind¬ 
edness  which  have  survived  in  so  many  Yugoslavs  through  years  of  war 
and  hysterical  propaganda  are  all  on  display  in  Burn  This  House,  by  far 
the  best  book  on  the  conflict  that  I  have  read  so  far.” 

— Richard  West,  Times  Literary  Supplement 

“Udovicki  and  Ridgeway  refuse  to  view  the  Yugoslavian  conflict  solely 
through  the  lens  of  ethnic  hatred.  They  have  collected  local  and  inter¬ 
national  perspectives  on  a  range  of  topics — media  wars,  the  strange 
role  of  Tudjman,  resistance  in  Serbia — that  culminate  in  a  complex 
portrait  of  the  economic  and  political  crisis  that  triggered  the  war.” 

— Village  Voice 
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Free  Speech,  “The  People’s  Darling  Privilege” 

Struggles  for  Freedom  of  Expression  in  American  History 

Michael  Kent  Curtis 


Modern  ideas  about  the  protec¬ 
tion  of  free  speech  in  the  United 
States  did  not  originate  in  twen¬ 
tieth-century  Supreme  Court 
cases,  as  many  have  thought. 

Free  Speech,  “The  People’s 
Darling  Privilege ”  refutes  this 
misconception  by  examining 
popular  struggles  for  free  speech 
that  stretch  back  through 
American  history.  Michael  Kent 
Curtis  focuses  on  struggles  in 
which  ordinary  and  extraordi¬ 
nary  people,  men  and  women, 
black  and  white,  demanded  and 
fought  for  freedom  of  speech 
during  the  period  from  1791 — 
when  the  Bill  of  Rights  and  its 
First  Amendment  bound  only 
the  federal  government  to  pro¬ 
tect  free  expression — to  1868, 
when  the  Fourteenth  Amend¬ 
ment  sought  to  extend  this  man¬ 
date  to  the  states.  A  review  chap¬ 
ter  is  also  included  to  bring  the 
story  up  to  date. 

Curtis  analyzes  three  crucial 
political  struggles:  the  contro¬ 
versy  that  surrounded  the  1798 
Sedition  Act,  which  raised  the 
question  of  whether  criticism  of 
elected  officials  would  be  pro¬ 
tected  speech;  the  battle  against 
slavery,  which  raised  the  ques¬ 
tion  of  whether  Americans 
would  be  free  to  criticize  a  great 
moral,  social,  and  political  evil; 
and  the  controversy  over  anti¬ 
war  speech  during  the  Civil  War. 


Many  speech  issues  raised  by 
these  controversies  were  ulti¬ 
mately  decided  outside  the  judi¬ 
cial  arena — in  Congress,  in  state 
legislatures,  and,  perhaps  most 
importantly,  in  public  discussion 
and  debate.  Curtis  maintains 
that  modern  proposals  for 
changing  free  speech  doctrine 
can  usefully  be  examined  in  the 
light  of  this  often  ignored  his¬ 
tory.  This  broader  history  shows 
the  crucial  effect  that  politicians, 
activists,  ordinary  citizens — and 
later  the  courts — have  had  on 
the  American  understanding  of 
free  speech. 


Filling  a  gap  in  legal  history,  this 
enlightening,  richly  researched 
historical  investigation  will  be 
valuable  for  students  and  schol¬ 
ars  of  law,  U.S.  history,  and 
political  science,  as  well  as  for 
general  readers  interested  in  civil 
liberties  and  free  speech. 


“Curtis  fills  in  a  missing  piece  of  our  social  history — the  social  history 
of  political  dissent  and  of  agitative  speech  during  nearly  six  decades, 
culminating  in  the  Civil  War  and  the  adoption  of  the  three 
Reconstruction  Amendments.’’ — William  W.  Van  Alstyne, 
author  of  First  Amendment:  Cases  and  Materials 

“This  book  is  a  major  contribution  to  scholarship  on  the  history  of  free 


Michael  Kent  Curtis  is  Professor 
of  Law  at  Wake  Forest 
University  School  of  Law.  He  is 
the  author  of  No  State  Shall 
Abridge:  The  Fourteenth 
Amendment  and  the  Bill  of 
Rights,  also  published  by  Duke 
University  Press. 


speech  in  the  United  States  from  1800  through  the  Civil  War.” 

— David  Rabban,  author  of  Free  Speech  in  its  Forgotten 
Years 
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Perilous  Memories: 

The  Asia-Pacific  War(s) 

T.  Fujitani,  Geoffrey  M. 
White,  Lisa  Yoneyama, 
editors 


Perilous  Memories  makes  a 
groundbreaking  and  critical 
intervention  into  debates  about 
war  memory  in  the  Asia-Pacific 
region.  Arguing  that  much  is  lost 
or  erased  when  the  Asia  Pacific 
War(s)  are  reduced  to  the 
1941-1945  war  between  Japan  and 
the  United  States,  this  collection 
challenges  mainstream  memo¬ 
ries  of  the  Second  World  War  in 
favor  of  what  were  actually  mul¬ 
tiple,  widespread  conflicts.  The 
contributors  recuperate  margin¬ 
alized  or  silenced  memories  of 
wars  throughout  the  region — 
not  only  in  Japan  and  the  United 
States  but  also  in  China, 
Southeast  Asia,  the  Pacific 
islands,  Okinawa,  Taiwan,  and 
Korea. 


Firmly  based  on  the  insight  that 
memory  is  always  mediated  and 
that  the  past  is  not  a  stable 
object,  the  volume  demonstrates 
that  we  can  intervene  positively 
yet  critically  in  the  recovery  and 
reinterpretation  of  events  and 
experiences  that  have  been 
pushed  to  the  peripheries  of  the 
past.  The  contributors — an 
international  collection  of 
anthropologists,  cultural  critics, 
historians,  literary  scholars,  and 
activists — show  how  both  domi¬ 
nant  and  subjugated  memories 
have  emerged  out  of  entangle¬ 
ments  with  such  forces  as 
nationalism,  imperialism,  colo¬ 
nialism,  racism,  and  sexism. 

They  consider  both  how  the  past 
is  remembered  and  also  what  the 
consequences  may  be  of  privileg¬ 
ing  one  set  of  memories  over 
others.  Specific  objects  of  study 
range  from  photographs,  anima¬ 
tion,  songs,  and  films  to  military 
occupations  and  attacks,  minori¬ 
ties  in  wartime,  “comfort 


women,”  commemorative 
events,  and  postwar  activism  in 
pursuing  redress  and  repara¬ 
tions. 

Contributors.  Yingzhen  Chen, 
Chungmoo  Choi,  Vincente  M. 
Diaz,  Arif  Dirlik,  T.  Fujitani, 
Masaie  Ishihara,  Lamont 
Lindstrom,  George  Lipsitz, 
Sturken  Marita,  Keisabur 
Toyonaga,  Aiko  Utsumi,  Morio 
Watanabe,  Geoffrey  M.  White, 
Diana  Wong,  Daqing  Yang,  Lisa 
Yoneyama 

T.  Fujitani  is  Associate  Professor 
of  History  at  the  University  of 
California,  San  Diego.  Geoffrey 
M.  White  is  Professor  of 
Anthropology  at  the  University 
of  Hawai’i,  Senior  Fellow  at  the 
East-West  Center  in  Honolulu, 
and  author  of  Identity  Through 
History:  Living  Stories  in  a 
Solomon  Islands  Society.  Lisa 
Yoneyama  is  Associate  Professor 
of  Cultural  Studies  and  Japanese 
Studies  at  University  of 
California,  San  Diego. 
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Travels  in  the  Interior 
Districts  of  Africa 

Mungo  Park 
Edited  and  with  an 
Introduction  by  Kate 
Ferguson  Marsters 

“In  a  time  when  the  world  has 
grown  tame  and  we  have  to 
manufacture  our  adventures, 
Mungo  Park’s  Travels  in  the 
Interior  Districts  of  Africa  is  both 
an  education  and  a  delight.” 

— T.  Coraghessan  Boyle 

Mungo  Park’s  Travels  in  the 
Interior  Districts  of  Africa  has 
long  been  regarded  as  a  classic  of 
African  travel  literature.  In  ful¬ 
filling  his  mission  to  find  the 
Niger  River  and  in  documenting 
its  potential  as  an  inland  water¬ 
way  for  trade,  Park  was  signifi¬ 
cant  in  opening  Africa  to 
European  economic  interests. 

His  modest,  low-key  heroism 
made  it  possible  for  the  British 
public  to  imagine  themselves  as  a 
welcomed  force  in  Africa.  As  a 
tale  of  adventure  and  survival,  it 
has  inspired  the  imaginations  of 
readers  since  its  first  publication 
in  1799  and  writers  from 
Wordsworth  and  Melville  to 
Conrad,  Hemingway,  and  T. 
Coraghessan  Boyle  have 
acknowledged  the  influence  of 
Park’s  narrative  on  their  work. 

Unlike  the  large  expeditions  that 
followed  him,  Park  traveled  only 
with  native  guides  or  alone. 


ENGRAVING  BASED  ON  MUNGO  PARK'S  SKETCH/COURTESY  OF  THE  RARE  BOOKS  ROOM.  THE  PENNSYLVANIA  STATE 
UNIVERSITY  LIBRARY. 
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Without  much  of  an  idea  of 
where  he  was  going,  he  relied 
entirely  on  local  people  for  food, 
shelter,  and  directions  through¬ 
out  his  eventful  eighteen-month 
journey.  While  his  warm  reac¬ 
tion  to  the  people  he  met  made 
him  famous  as  a  sentimental 
traveler,  his  chronicle  also  pro¬ 
vides  a  rare  written  record  of  the 
lives  of  ordinary  people  in  West 
Africa  before  European  interven¬ 
tion.  His  accounts  of  war,  poli¬ 
tics,  and  the  spread  of  Islam,  as 
well  as  his  constant  confronta¬ 
tions  with  slavery  as  practiced  in 
eighteenth-century  West  Africa, 
are  as  valuable  today  as  they 
were  in  1799.  In  preparing  this 
new  edition,  editor  Kate 
Ferguson  Marsters  presents  the 
complete  text,  updated  and  cor¬ 
rected,  and  includes  reproduc¬ 
tions  of  all  the  original  maps  and 
illustrations. 

Mungo  Park  (1771-1805)  was  a 
Scottish  explorer  who,  at  age 
twenty-four,  traveled  to  Africa  in 
search  of  the  Niger  River.  A 
decade  later,  he  returned  to 
Africa  on  an  ill-fated  second 
mission,  this  time  sponsored  by 
the  British  government.  Eleven 
months  into  this  trip,  he  died  in 
a  canoe  on  the  Niger.  Kate 
Ferguson  Marsters  is  Assistant 
Professor  of  English  at  Gannon 
University. 
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Between  Hollywood  and 
Moscow:  The  Italian 
Communists  and  the 
Challenge  of  Mass 
Culture,  1943-1991 

Stephen  Gundle 


In  the  postwar  years,  Italy 
underwent  a  far-reaching 
process  of  industrialization  that 
transformed  the  country  into  a 
leading  industrial  power. 
Throughout  most  of  this  period, 
the  Italian  Communist  Party 
(PCI)  remained  a  powerful  force 
in  local  government  and  civil 
society.  However,  as  Stephen 
Gundle  observes,  the  PCI  was 
increasingly  faced  with  chal¬ 
lenges  posed  by  modernization, 
particularly  by  mass  communi¬ 
cation,  commercial  cultural 
industries,  and  consumerism. 
Between  Hollywood  and  Moscow 
is  an  analysis  of  the  PCI’s 
attempts  to  cope  with  these 
problems  in  an  effort  to  main¬ 
tain  its  organization  and  subcul¬ 
ture. 

Gundle  focuses  on  the  theme  of 
cultural  policy,  discussing  how 
the  PCI’s  political  strategies 
incorporated  cultural  policies 
and  activities  that  were  intended 
to  respond  to  the  Americaniz¬ 
ation  of  daily  life  in  Italy.  In  for¬ 
mulating  this  policy,  Gundle 
contends,  the  Italian 
Communists  were  torn  between 
loyalty  to  the  alternative  values 
generated  by  the  Communist 
tradition  and  adaptation  to  the 
dominant  influences  of  Italian 
modernization.  This  equilibrium 
eventually  faltered  because  the 
attractive  aspects  of  Americaniz¬ 
ation  and  pop  culture  proved 
more  influential  than  the  PCI’s 
intellectual  and  political  tradi¬ 
tions. 

The  first  analysis  in  English  of 
the  cultural  policies  and  activi¬ 
ties  of  the  PCI,  this  book  will 
appeal  to  readers  with  an  interest 
in  modern  Italy,  the  European 
left,  political  science,  and  media 
studies. 


COMMUNIST  BEAUTY  QUEEN.  MILAN,  1956/COURTESY  OF  THE  ISTITUTO  MILANESE  PER  LA  STORIA  DELLA 
RESISTENZE  A  DEL  MOVIMENTO  OPERAIO. 


Stephen  Gundle  is  Senior 
Lecturer  and  Head  of  the 
Department  of  Italian  at  Royal 
Holloway,  the  University  of 
London. 
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Modern  Chinese  Literary 
and  Cultural  Studies  in 
the  Age  of  Theory: 
Reimagining  a  Field 

Rey  Chow,  editor 

These  groundbreaking  essays  use 
critical  theory  to  reflect  on  issues 
pertaining  to  modern  Chinese 
literature  and  culture  and,  in  the 
process,  transform  the  definition 
and  conceptualization  of  the 
field  of  modem  Chinese  studies 
itself.  The  wide  range  of  topics 
addressed  by  this  international 
group  of  scholars  includes  twen¬ 
tieth-century  literature  produced 
in  Taiwan,  Hong  Kong,  and 
mainland  China;  film,  art,  his¬ 
tory,  popular  culture,  and  liter¬ 
ary  and  cultural  criticism;  as  well 
as  the  geographies  of  migration 
and  diaspora. 

One  of  the  volume’s  provocative 
suggestions  is  that  the  old  model 
of  area  studies — an  offshoot  of 
U.S.  Cold  War  strategy  that 
found  its  anchorage  in  higher 
education — is  no  longer  feasible 
for  the  diverse  and  multifaceted 
experiences  that  are  articulated 


under  the  rubric  of  “Chinese- 
ness.”  As  Rey  Chow  argues  in 
her  introduction,  the  notion  of 
a  monolithic  Chineseness  bound 
ultimately  to  mainland  China  is, 
in  itself,  highly  problematic 
because  it  recognizes  neither  the 
material  realities  of  ethnic 
minorities  within  China  nor 
those  of  populations  in  places 
such  as  Tibet,  Taiwan,  and 
post-British  Hong  Kong.  Above 
all,  this  book  demonstrates  that, 
as  the  terms  of  a  chauvinistic 
sinocentrism  become  obsolete, 
the  critical  use  of  theory — 
particularly  by  younger  China 
scholars  whose  enthusiasm  for 
critical  theory  coincides  with 
changes  in  China’s  political 
economy  in  recent  years — will 
enable  the  emergence  of  fresh 
connections  and  insights  that 
may  have  been  at  odds  with  pre¬ 
vious  interpretive  convention. 

Originally  published  as  a  special 
issue  of  the  journal  boundary  2, 
this  collection  includes  two  new 
essays  and  an  afterword  by  Paul 
Bove  that  places  its  arguments  in 
the  context  of  contemporary  cul¬ 
tural  politics.  It  will  have  far- 
reaching  implications  for  the 


study  of  modern  China  and  will 
be  of  interest  to  scholars  of 
theory  and  culture  in  general. 

Contributors.  Stanley  K.  Abe,  Ien 
Ang,  Chris  Berry,  Paul  Bove, 
Sung-cheng  Yvonne  Chang,  Rey 
Chow,  Dorothy  Ko,  Charles 
Laughlin,  Leung  Ping-kwan, 
Kwai-cheung  Lo,  Christopher 
Lupke,  David  Der-wei  Wang, 
Michelle  Yeh 

Rey  Chow  is  Andrew  W.  Mellon 
Professor  of  the  Humanities  at 
Brown  University.  Her  books 
include  Woman  and  Chinese 
Modernity,  Writing  Diaspora, 
Primitive  Passions,  and  Ethics 
after  Idealism. 
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White  Love  and  Other 
Events  in  Filipino  History 

Vicente  L.  Rafael 

In  this  wide-ranging  cultural  and 
political  history  of  Filipinos  and 
the  Philippines,  Vicente  L.  Rafael 
examines  the  period  from  the 
onset  of  U.S.  colonialism  in  1898 
to  the  emergence  of  a  Filipino 
diaspora  in  the  1990s.  Self-con¬ 
sciously  adopting  the  essay  form 
as  a  method  with  which  to  dis¬ 
rupt  epic  conceptions  of  Filipino 
history,  Rafael  treats  in  a  con¬ 
densed  and  concise  manner  clus¬ 
ters  of  historical  detail  and 
reflections  that  do  not  easily  fit 
into  a  larger  whole.  White  Love 
and  Other  Events  in  Filipino 
History  is  thus  a  view  of  nation¬ 
alism  as  an  unstable  production, 
as  Rafael  reveals  how,  under 
what  circumstances,  and  with 
what  effects  the  concept  of  the 
nation  has  been  produced  and 
deployed  in  the  Philippines. 

With  a  focus  on  the  contradic¬ 
tions  and  ironies  that  suffuse 
Filipino  history,  Rafael  delin¬ 
eates  the  multiple  ways  that 
colonialism  has  both  inhabited 
and  enabled  the  nationalist  dis¬ 
course  of  the  present.  His  topics 
range  from  the  colonial  census 
of  1903-1905,  in  which  a  racial- 
ized  imperial  order  imposed  by 
the  United  States  came  into  con¬ 
tact  with  an  emergent  revolu¬ 
tionary  nationalism,  to  the  plea¬ 
sures  and  anxieties  of  nationalist 
identification  as  evinced  in  the 
rise  of  the  Marcos  regime.  Other 
essays  examine  aspects  of  colo¬ 
nial  domesticity  through  the 
writings  of  white  women  during 
the  first  decade  of  U.S.  rule;  the 
uses  of  photography  in  ethnol¬ 
ogy,  war,  and  portraiture;  the 
circulation  of  rumor  during  the 
Japanese  occupation  of  Manila; 
the  reproduction  of  a  hierarchy 
of  languages  in  popular  culture; 
and  the  spectral  presence  of  dias- 
poric  Filipino  communities 
within  the  nation-state.  A  cri¬ 
tique  of  both  U.S.  imperialism 
and  Filipino  nationalism,  White 
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Love  and  Other  Events  in  Filipino 
History  creates  a  sense  of  episte¬ 
mological  vertigo  in  the  face  of 
former  attempts  to  comprehend 
and  master  Filipino  identity. 

This  volume  should  become  a 
valuable  work  for  those  inter¬ 
ested  in  Southeast  Asian  studies, 
Asian-American  studies,  post¬ 
colonial  studies,  and  cultural 
studies. 

Vicente  L.  Rafael  is  Professor  of 
Communications  at  the 
University  of  California,  San 
Diego.  He  is  the  author  of 
Contracting  Colonialism: 
Translation  and  Christian 
Conversion  in  Tagalog  Society 
under  Early  Spanish  Rule,  also 
published  by  Duke  University 
Press. 
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Wedded  to  the  Land? 
Gender,  Boundaries,  and 
Nationalism  in  Crisis 

Mary  N.  Layoun 


In  Wedded  to  the  Land?  Mary  N. 
Layoun  offers  a  critical  commen¬ 
tary  on  the  idea  of  nationalism 
in  general  and  on  specific 
attempts  to  formulate  alterna¬ 
tives  to  the  concept  in  particular. 
Narratives  surrounding  three 
geographically  and  temporally 
different  national  crises  form  the 
center  of  her  study:  Greek 
refugees’  displacement  from  Asia 
Minor  into  Greece  in  1922,  the 
1974  right-wing  Cypriot  coup 
and  subsequent  Turkish  invasion 
of  Cyprus,  and  the  Palestinian 
and  PLO  expulsion  from  Beirut 
following  the  Israeli  invasion  in 
1982. 

Drawing  on  readings  of  litera¬ 
ture  and  of  official  documents 
and  decrees,  songs,  poetry, 
cinema,  public  monuments, 
journalism,  and  conversations 
with  exiles,  refugees,  and  public 
officials,  Layoun  uses  each  his¬ 
torical  incident  as  a  means  of 
highlighting  a  recurring  trope 
within  constructs  of  nationalism. 
The  displacement  of  the  Greek 
refugees  in  the  1920s  calls  into 
question  the  very  idea  of  home, 
as  well  as  the  desire  for  ethnic 
homogeneity  within  nations.  She 
reads  the  Cypriot  coup  and  inva¬ 
sion  as  an  illustration  of  the  gen¬ 


dering  of  nation  and  how  the 
notion  of  the  inviolable  woman 
came  to  represent  sovereignty.  In 
her  third  example  she  shows 
how  the  Palestinian  and  PLO 
expulsion  from  Beirut  highlights 
the  ambiguity  of  the  borders 
upon  which  many  manifesta¬ 
tions  of  nationalism  putatively 
depend.  These  chapters  are  pre¬ 
ceded  and  introduced  by  a  dis¬ 
cussion  of  “culturing  the  nation” 
and  closed  by  a  consideration  of 
citizenship  and  silence  in  which 
Layoun  discusses  rights  ostensi¬ 
bly  possessed  by  all  members  of 
a  political  community. 

This  book  will  be  of  interest  to 
scholars  engaged  in  cultural  and 
critical  theory,  Middle  Eastern 
and  Mediterranean  history,  liter¬ 
ary  studies,  political  science, 
postcolonial  studies,  and  gender 
studies. 

Mary  N.  Layoun  is  Professor  of 
Comparative  Literature  at  the 
University  of  Wisconsin, 
Madison.  She  is  the  author  of 
Travels  of  a  Genre:  Ideology  and 
the  Modern  Novel. 
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Unveiling  Traditions: 
Postcolonial  Islam  in  a 
Polycentric  World 

Anouar  Majid 


In  Unveiling  Traditions  Anouar 
Majid  issues  a  challenge  to  the 
West  to  reimagine  Islam  as  a 
progressive  world  culture  and  a 
participant  in  the  building  of  a 
multicultural  and  more  egalitar¬ 
ian  world  civilization.  From 
within  the  highly  secularized 
space  it  inhabits,  a  space  endem- 
ically  suspicious  of  religion,  the 
West  must  find  a  way,  writes 
Majid,  to  embrace  Islamic  soci¬ 
eties  as  partners  in  building  a 
more  inclusive  and  culturally 
diverse  global  community. 

Majid  moves  beyond  Edward 
Said’s  unmasking  of  orientalism 
in  the  West  to  examine  the  intel¬ 
lectual  assumptions  that  have 
prevented  a  more  nuanced 
understanding  of  Islam’s  lega¬ 
cies.  In  addition  to  questioning 
the  pervasive  logic  that  assumes 
the  “naturalness”  of  European 
social  and  political  organiza¬ 
tions,  he  argues  that  it  is  capital¬ 
ism  that  has  intensified  cultural 
misunderstanding  and  created 
global  tensions.  Besides  examin¬ 
ing  the  resiliency  of  orientalism, 
the  author  critically  examines 
the  ideologies  of  nationalism 
and  colonialist  categories  that 
have  redefined  the  identity  of 
Muslims  (especially  Arabs  and 
Africans)  in  the  modern  age  and 
totally  remapped  their  cultural 
geographies.  Majid  is  aware  of 
the  need  for  Muslims  to  rethink 
their  own  assumptions. 
Addressing  the  crisis  in  Arab- 
Muslim  thought  caused  by  a 
desire  to  simultaneously  “catch¬ 
up”  with  the  West  and  also  pre¬ 
serve  Muslim  cultural  authentic¬ 
ity,  he  challenges  Arab  and  Mus¬ 
lim  intellectuals  to  imagine  a 
post-capitalist,  post-Eurocentric 
future.  Critical  of  Islamic  patri¬ 
archal  practices  and  capitalist 
hegemony,  Majid  contends  that 
Muslim  feminists  have  come 


closest  to  theorizing  a  notion  of 
emancipation  that  rescues  Islam 
from  patriarchal  domination 
and  resists  Eurocentric  preju¬ 
dices. 

Majid’s  timely  appeal  for  a  pro¬ 
gressive,  multicultural  dialogue 
that  would  pave  the  way  to  a 
polycentric  world  will  interest 
students  and  scholars  of  post¬ 
colonial,  cultural,  Islamic,  and 
Marxist  studies. 

Anouar  Majid  is  Associate 
Professor  of  English  at  the 
University  of  New  England  in 
Maine. 
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Raw  Material: 
Producing  Pathology  in 
Victorian  Culture 

Erin  O’Connor 


ABOVE:  FROM  A.  A.  MARKS,  TREATISE  ON  MARK'S 
PATENT  ARTIFICIAL  LIMBS  WITH  RUBBER  HANDS 
AND  FEET (1881).  TOP:  FROM  B.  A.  WATSON, 
TREATISE  ON  AMPUTATION  OF  THE  EXTREMITIES 
AND  THEIR  COMPLICATIONS  (1885).  BOTH 
COURTESY  OF  THE  COLLEGE  OF  PHYSICIANS, 
PHILADELPHIA,  PA. 


Raw  Material  analyzes  how 
Victorians  used  the  pathology  of 
disease  to  express  deep-seated 
anxieties  about  a  rapidly  indus¬ 
trializing  England’s  relationship 
to  the  material  world.  Drawing 
on  medicine,  literature,  political 
economy,  sociology,  anthropol¬ 
ogy,  and  popular  advertising, 
Erin  O’Connor  explores  “the 
industrial  logic  of  disease,”  the 
dynamic  that  coupled  pathology 
and  production  in  Victorian 
thinking  about  cultural  processes 
in  general,  and  about  disease  in 
particular. 

O’Connor  focuses  on  how  four 
particularly  troubling  physical 
conditions  were  represented  in  a 
variety  of  literature.  She  begins 
by  exploring  how  Asiatic 
cholera,  which  reached  epidemic 
proportions  on  four  separate 
occasions  between  1832  and  1865, 
was  thought  to  represent  the 
dangers  of  cultural  contamina¬ 
tion  and  dissolution.  The  next 
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two  chapters  concentrate  on  the 
problems  breast  cancer  and 
amputation  posed  for  under¬ 
standing  gender.  After  discussing 
how  breast  cancer  was  believed 
to  be  caused  by  the  female 
body’s  intolerance  to  urban  life, 
O’Connor  turns  to  men’s  bodies, 
examining  how  new  prosthetic 
technology  allowed  dismem¬ 
bered  soldiers  and  industrial 
workers  to  reconstruct  them¬ 
selves  as  productive  members  of 
society.  The  final  chapter 
explores  how  freak  shows  dis¬ 
played  gross  deformity  as  the 
stuff  of  a  new  and  improved 
individuality.  Complicating  an 
understanding  of  the  Victorian 
body  as  both  a  stable  and  stabi¬ 
lizing  structure,  she  elaborates 
how  Victorians  used  disease  as  a 
messy,  often  strategically  unin¬ 
telligible  way  of  articulating  the 
uncertainties  of  chaotic  change. 
Over  the  course  of  the  century, 
O’Connor  shows,  the  disfiguring 
process  of  disease  became  a  way 
of  symbolically  transfiguring  the 
self.  While  cholera,  cancer,  limb 
loss,  and  deformity  incapacitated 
and  even  killed  people,  their  dra¬ 
matic  symptoms  provided 
opportunities  for  imaginatively 
adapting  to  a  world  where  it  was 
increasingly  difficult  to  deter¬ 
mine  not  only  what  it  meant  to 
be  human,  but  also  what  it 
meant  to  be  alive. 

Raw  Material  will  interest  an 
audience  of  students  and  schol¬ 
ars  of  Victorian  literature,  cul¬ 
tural  history,  and  the  history  of 
medicine. 

Erin  O’Connor  is  Assistant 
Professor  of  English  at  the 
University  of  Pennsylvania. 
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Subject  Without  Nation: 
Robert  Musil  and  the 
History  of  Modern 
Identity 

Stefan  Jonsson 

This  innovative  study  of  the 
works  of  Robert  Musil  opens  a 
new  window  on  the  history  of 
modern  identity  in  western  cul¬ 
ture.  Stefan  Jonsson  argues  that 
Musil’s  Austria  was  the  first 
postimperial  state  in  modern 
Europe.  Prior  to  its  destruction 
in  1918,  the  Austro-Hungarian 
Empire  had  ruled  over  a  vast 
array  of  nationalities  and,  in  the 
course  of  its  demise  as  well  as 
after,  Austria  was  beset  by 
nationalism,  racism,  and  other 
forms  of  identity  politics  that 
ultimately  led  to  the  triumph  of 
Nazism. 

It  was  to  this  society  that  Musil 
responded  in  his  great  work  The 
Man  Without  Qualities.  Explor¬ 
ing  the  nooks  and  crannies  of 


this  modernist  classic,  Jonsson 
shows  that  Musil’s  narrative 
evolves  along  two  axes  that  must 
be  considered  in  tandem: 
Whereas  the  central  plot  por¬ 
trays  a  Viennese  elite  that  in  1913 
attempts  to  restore  social  cohe¬ 
sion  by  gathering  popular  sup¬ 
port  for  the  cultural  essence  of 
the  empire,  the  protagonist  dis¬ 
covers  that  he  lacks  essence  alto¬ 
gether  and  finds  himself 
attracted  by  monsters,  criminals, 
and  revolutionary  figures  that 
reject  the  social  order.  In  this 
way,  Musil’s  novel  traces  the  dis¬ 
appearance  of  what  Jonsson  calls 
the  expressivist  paradigm — the 
conviction  that  identities  such  as 
gender,  nationality,  class,  and 
social  character  are  expressions 
of  permanent  intrinsic  disposi¬ 
tions.  This,  Jonsson  argues,  is 
Musil’s  great  legacy.  For  not  only 
did  the  Austrian  author  seek  to 
liquidate  prevailing  conceptions 
of  personal  and  cultural  identity; 
he  also  projected  “a  new  human 
being,”  one  who  would  resist 


assimilation  into  imperialist, 
nationalist,  or  fascist  communi¬ 
ties. 

Subject  Without  Nation  presents 
a  new  interpretation  of  Viennese 
modernity  and  uncovers  the  his¬ 
torical  foundations  of  poststruc- 
tural  and  postcolonial  reconcep¬ 
tualizations  of  human  subjectiv¬ 
ity.  Illuminating  links  between 
Musil’s  oeuvre  as  a  whole  and 
postwar  developments  in  critical 
thought,  this  book  locates  an 
important  crossroads  between 
literary  criticism,  intellectual  his¬ 
tory,  and  cultural  theory. 

Stefan  Jonsson  is  Fellow  at  the 
Getty  Research  Institute  in  Los 
Angeles.  He  is  also  a  contribut¬ 
ing  editor  of  Dagens  Nyheter, 
Sweden’s  major  newspaper. 
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A  Special  Issue  of  Public 
Culture:  Millennial  Quartet 
III 

Millennial  Capitalism 
and  the  Culture  of 
Neoliberalism 

Jean  Comaroff  and  John 
L.  Comaroff,  special  issue 
editors 

The  third  installment  of  the 
Millennial  Quartet,  Millennial 
Capitalism  and  the  Culture  of 
Neoliberalism  proposes  that  we 
are  living  in  an  age  of  revolution 
in  which  the  dominant  forms  of 
capitalist  political  economy  are 
undergoing  major  transforma¬ 
tions.  The  intention  of  this  issue 
is  to  generate — in  as  iconoclastic 
manner  as  possible — an  empiri¬ 
cally  grounded,  conceptual  dis¬ 
cussion  that  posits  millennial 
capitalism  as  a  historical  forma¬ 
tion. 

From  the  perspectives  of  schol¬ 
arly  disciplines  ranging  from 
anthropology  to  public  policy, 
these  essays  explore  questions 
concerning  how  the  triumph  of 
the  “free  market”  obscures  the 
rising  tides  of  violence  and  cul¬ 
tures  of  exclusion  and  how  the 
relationship  between  production 
and  consumption  has  changed. 
The  proliferation  of  economies 
aimed  at  the  accumulation  of 
wealth  without  work  is  examined 
as  well  as  how  neoliberal  capital¬ 


ism  encourages  a  world  of  invisi¬ 
ble  class  distinction,  of  moral 
panics  and  social  impossibilities, 
and  of  bitter  generational  antag¬ 
onisms  and  gender  conflicts. 
Premised  on  the  fact  that  there  is 
more  to  global  capitalism  than 
economics,  this  special  issue 
shows  that  global  capitalism 
raises  urgent  problems  of  human 
understanding  and  social  action. 

Contributors.  Scott  Bradwell, 

Jean  Comaroff,  John  L. 
Comaroff,  Fernando  Coronil, 
Peter  Geschiere,  David  Harvey, 
Luiz  Paulo  Lima,  Caitrin  Lynch, 
Rosalind  C.  Morris,  David  G. 
Nicholls,  Francis  Nyamnjoh, 
Elizabeth  A.  Povinelli,  Paul  Ryer, 
Allan  Sekula,  Irene  Stengs, 
Michael  Storper,  Seamus  Walsh, 
Robert  P.  Weller,  Hylton  White, 
Jeffrey  A.  Zimmerman 

Jean  Comaroff  is  Bernard  E.  and 
Ellen  C.  Sunny  Distinguished 
Service  Professor  in  the  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Anthropology  at  the 
University  of  Chicago.  John  L. 
Comaroff  is  Harold  H.  Swift 
Distinguished  Service  Professor 
in  the  Department  of  Anthro¬ 
pology,  also  at  the  University  of 
Chicago. 
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A  Special  Issue  of  Public 
Culture:  Millennial  Quartet 
IV 

Cosmopolitanism 

Carol  A.  Breckenridge, 
Sheldon  Pollock,  Homi  K. 
Bhabha,  Dipesh 
Chakrabarty,  special 
issue  editors 


This  final  installment  of  the 
Millennial  Quartet  addresses  the 
question  of  whether  cosmopoli¬ 
tanism — ways  of  thinking,  feel¬ 
ing,  and  acting  beyond  one’s 
particular  society — is  simply  the 
universalism  of  a  Western  partic¬ 
ular.  Assembling  scholars  from 
an  array  of  disciplines  including 
English  literature  and  language, 
romance  languages,  art  history. 
South  Asian  studies,  and  anthro¬ 
pology,  this  special  issue  of 
Public  Culture  recenters  the 
theory  and  history  of  translocal 
political  aspirations  and  cultural 
ideas  from  the  traditional 
Western  vantage  point  to  areas 
outside  Europe,  such  as  South 
Asia,  China,  and  Africa.  By 
examining  new  archives,  framing 
new  theoretical  formulations, 
and  suggesting  new  possibilities 
of  political  practice,  these  essays 
stretch  the  term  cosmopoli¬ 
tanism  to  new  definitions.  On 
the  one  hand,  cosmopolitanism 
may  be  taken  to  promise  a  form 
of  supraregional  political  solidar¬ 
ity,  but  on  the  other,  it  may 


erode  precisely  those  cultural 
differences  that  derive  their 
meaning  from  a  particular  place 
and  tradition.  Given  that  most 
cosmopolitan  political  forma¬ 
tions,  from  the  Roman 
imperium  to  European  imperial¬ 
ism  to  contemporary  globaliza¬ 
tion,  have  been  coercive  and 
unequal,  can  there  be  a  noncoer- 
cive  and  egalitarian  cosmopoli¬ 
tan  politics?  At  the  most  elevated 
level  of  conceptualization,  while 
cosmopolitanism  may  promise 
a  universalism  of  knowledge,  it 
more  typically  represents  an 
unwarranted  generalization  of 
a  European  idea  or  practice. 

Contributors.  Ackbar  Abbas, 
Arjun  Appadurai,  Homi  K. 
Bhabha,  T.  K.  Biaya,  Carol  A. 
Breckenridge,  Dipesh 
Chakrabarty,  Mamadou  Diouf, 
Wu  Hung,  Walter  D.  Mignolo, 
Sheldon  Pollock 

Carol  A.  Breckenridge  is  Senior 
Lecturer  in  the  Division  of  the 
Humanities  and  editor  of  Public 
Culture,  Sheldon  Pollock  is 
George  V.  Bobrinskoy  Professor 
of  Sanskrit  and  Indie  Studies, 
Homi  K.  Bhabha  is  Chester  D. 
Tripp  Distinguished  Service 
Professor  in  the  Humanities,  and 
Dipesh  Chakrabarty  is  Professor 
in  the  Department  of  South 
Asian  Languages  and  Civiliza¬ 
tions,  all  at  the  University  of 
Chicago. 
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Premier  Issue 

Nepantla:  Views  from 
South 

Alberto  D.  Moreiras, 
executive  editor 
Walter  Mignolo  and 
Gabriela  Nouzeilles, 
editors 

A  new  journal  inspired  mainly 
by  but  not  limited  to  Latin 
American,  Caribbean,  and  U.S. 
Latinidad  perspectives,  Nepantla: 
Views  from  South  is  committed 
to  fostering  innovative  reflection 
at  the  intersection  of  the  human¬ 
ities  and  the  social  sciences. 
Drawing  on  the  international 
and  interdisciplinary  conference 
“Cross-Genealogies  and 
Subaltern  Knowledges,”  while 
also  including  outside  essays,  the 
premier  issue  significantly 
advances  the  subaltern  studies 
debate. 

Divided  into  four  sections,  this 
collection  opens  with  a  set  of 
“positions  papers”  that  addresses 
the  core  issues  surrounding 
transnational  subaltern  studies. 
Next,  an  essay  section  initiates 
discussion  on  such  topics  as 
Islamic  feminism  as  “multiple 
critique,”  an  examination  of 
insurrection  in  El  Salvador  that 
reflects  on  North/South  inter¬ 
faces,  and  the  question  of  bor¬ 
ders  and  modernity  from  a 
Chicana  perspective.  The  inter¬ 
view  section  features  Americo 
Paredes.  As  an  ethnographer, 
folklorist,  poet,  novelist,  and 
essayist,  Paredes  has  been  a 
prominent  presence  in  Chicano 
cultural  life  for  the  last  fifty 
years.  Finally,  the  closing  section 
raises  a  discussion  among  several 
leading  Chilean  intellectuals 
about  the  conditions  of  univer¬ 
sity  discourse  in  contemporary 
life. 


Contributors.  John  Beverly,  Mary 
Pat  Brady,  Hector  Calderon, 
Dipesh  Chakrabarty,  miriam 
cooke,  Federico  Galende, 
Humberto  Gianinni,  Lawrence 
Grossberg,  John  Kraniauskas, 
Jose  Rosbel  Lopez  Morin,  Pablo 
Oyarzun,  Nelly  Richard,  Ileana 
Rodriguez,  Jose  David  Saldivar, 
Guadalupe  Santa  Cruz,  Willy 
Thayer,  Gareth  Williams 

Alberto  Moreiras  is  Associate 
Professor  of  Romance  Studies 
and  Literature  at  Duke 
University.  Walter  Mignolo  is 
William  Hanes  Wannamaker 
Professor  of  Romance  Studies 
and  Professor  of  Literature  and 
Cultural  Anthropology  at  Duke 
University.  Gabriela  Nouzeilles  is 
Assistant  Professor  of  Romance 
Studies  at  Duke  University. 
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Containing  the  Poor: 

The  Mexico  City  Poor 
House,  1774-1871 
Silvia  Marina  Arrom 

In  1774  Mexico  City  leaders  cre¬ 
ated  the  Mexico  City  Poor 
House — the  centerpiece  of  a 
bold  experiment  intended  to 
eliminate  poverty  and  impose  a 
new  work  ethic  on  former  beg¬ 
gars  by  establishing  a  forcible 
internment  policy  for  some  and 
putting  others  to  work.  In 
Containing  the  Poor  Silvia 
Marina  Arrom  tells  the  saga  of 
this  ill-fated  plan,  showing  how 
the  asylum  functioned  primarily 
to  educate  white  orphans  instead 
of  suppressing  mendicancy  and 
exerting  control  over  the  mul¬ 
tiracial  community  for  whom  it 
was  designed. 

For  a  nation  that  had  tradition¬ 
ally  regarded  the  needy  as  having 
the  undisputed  right  to  receive 
alms  and  whose  affluent  citizens 
felt  duty-bound  to  dispense 
them,  the  experiment  was 
doomed  from  the  start, 
explains  Arrom.  She  uses  deep 
archival  research  to  reveal 
that — much  to  policymakers’ 
dismay— the  Poor  House 
became  an  orphanage  largely 
because  the  government  had 
underestimated  the  embed¬ 
dedness  of  this  moral  econ¬ 
omy  of  begging.  While  tracing 
the  course  of  an  eventful  cen¬ 
tury  that  also  saw  colonialism 
give  way  to  republicanism  in 
Mexico,  Arrom  links  the  Poor 
House’s  transformation  with 
other  societal  factors  as  well, 
such  as  Mexican  women’s 
increasing  impact  on  social 
welfare  policies. 

With  poverty,  begging,  and 
homelessness  still  rampant  in 
much  of  Latin  America  today, 
this  study  of  changing 
approaches  to  social  welfare  will 
be  particularly  valuable  to  stu¬ 


dent  and  scholars  of  Mexican 
and  Latin  American  society  and 
history,  as  well  as  those  engaged 
in  the  study  of  social  and  welfare 
policy. 

Silvia  Marina  Arrom  holds  the 
Jane’s  Chair  of  Latin  American 
Studies  at  Brandeis  University. 
She  is  the  author  of  several 
books,  including  The  Women  of 
Mexico  City,  1790-1857. 
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DONA  MARIA  ROLDAN,  1987/ PHOTO  BY  DANIEL  JAMES. 


Dona  Maria’s  Story: 

Life  History,  Memory, 
and  Political  Identity 

Daniel  James 

In  this  remarkable  book  histo¬ 
rian  Daniel  James  presents  the 
gripping,  poignant  life-story  of 
Dona  Maria  Roldan,  a  woman 
who  lived  and  worked  for  six 
decades  in  the  meatpacking 
community  of  Berisso, 

Argentina.  A  union  activist  and 
fervent  supporter  of  Juan  and 
Eva  Peron,  Dona  Maria’s  evoca¬ 
tive  testimony  prompts  James  to 
analyze  the  promise  and  prob¬ 
lematic  nature  of  using  oral 
sources  for  historical  research. 
The  book  thus  becomes  both  fas¬ 
cinating  narrative  and  method¬ 
ological  inquiry. 


Dona  Maria’s  testimony  is 
grounded  in  both  the  local  con¬ 
text  (based  on  the  author’s  thir¬ 
teen  years  of  historical  and 
ethnographic  research  in 
Berisso)  and  a  broader  national 
narrative.  In  this  way,  it  differs 
from  the  dominant  genre  of 
women’s  testimonial  literature, 
and  much  recent  ethnographic 
work  in  Latin  America,  which 
have  often  neglected  historical 
and  communal  contextualiza- 
tion  in  order  to  celebrate  indi¬ 
vidual  agency  and  self-construc¬ 
tion.  James  examines  in  particu¬ 
lar  the  ways  that  gender  influ¬ 
ences  Dona  Maria’s  representa¬ 
tion  of  her  story.  He  is  careful  to 
acknowledge  that  oral  history 
challenges  the  historian  to  sort 
through  complicated  sets  of 
motivations  and  desires — the 
historian’s  own  wish  to  uncover 


“the  truth”  of  an  informant’s  life 
and  the  interviewee’s  hope  to 
make  sense  of  her  or  his  past  and 
encode  it  with  myths  of  the  self. 
This  work  is  thus  James’s  effort 
to  present  his  research  and  his 
relationship  with  Dona  Maria 
with  both  theoretical  sophistica¬ 
tion  and  recognition  of  their 
mutual  affection. 

Although  written  by  a  historian, 
Doha  Maria’s  Story  also  engages 
concerns  drawn  from  such  disci¬ 
plines  as  anthropology,  cultural 
studies,  and  literary  criticism.  It 
will  be  especially  appreciated  by 
those  involved  in  oral,  Latin 
American,  and  working-class 
history. 

Daniel  James  is  Bernardo 
Mendel  Professor  of  Latin 
American  History  at  Indiana 
University.  His  previous  books 
include  Resistance  and 
Integration:  Peronism  and  the 
Argentine  Working  Class, 

1 946-1 976  and  The  Gendered 
Worlds  of  Latin  American 
Women  Workers,  also  published 
by  Duke  University  Press. 
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Poor  People’s  Politics: 
Peronist  Survival 
Networks  and  the 
Legacy  of  Evita 
Javier  Auyero 

“Political  clientelism”  is  a  term 
used  to  characterize  the  contem¬ 
porary  relationships  between 
political  elites  and  the  poor  in 
Latin  America  in  which  goods 
and  services  are  traded  for  politi¬ 
cal  favors.  Javier  Auyero  criti¬ 
cally  deploys  the  notion  in  Poor 
People’s  Politics  to  analyze  the 
political  practices  of  the  Peronist 
Party  among  shantytown 
dwellers  in  contemporary 
Argentina. 

Looking  closely  at  the  slum- 
dwellers’  informal  problem-solv¬ 
ing  networks  that  are  necessary 
for  material  survival  and  the  dif¬ 
ferent  meaning  of  Peronism 
within  these  networks,  Auyero 
presents  the  first  ethnography  of 
urban  clientelism  ever  carried 
out  in  Argentina.  Revealing  a 
deep  familiarity  with  the  lives  of 
the  urban  poor  in  Villa  Paraiso,  a 
stigmatized  and  destitute  shanty¬ 
town  of  Buenos  Aires,  Auyero 
demonstrates  the  ways  in  which 
local  politicians  present  their 
vital  favors  to  the  poor  and  how 
the  poor  perceive  and  evaluate 
these  favors.  Having  penetrated 
the  networks,  he  describes  how 
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they  are  structured,  what  is 
traded,  and  the  particular  way  in 
which  women  facilitate  these 
transactions.  Moreover,  Auyero 
proposes  that  the  act  of  granting 
favors  or  giving  food  in  return 
for  votes  gives  the  politicians’ 
acts  a  performative  and  symbolic 
meaning  that  flavors  the  relation 
between  problem-solver  and 
problem-holder,  while  also  cre¬ 
ating  quite  different  versions  of 
contemporary  Peronism.  Along 
the  way,  Auyero  is  careful  to  sit¬ 
uate  the  emergence  and  consoli¬ 
dation  of  clientelism  in  historic, 
cultural,  and  economic  contexts. 

Poor  People’s  Politics  reexamines 
the  relationship  between  politics 
and  the  destitute  in  Latin  Amer¬ 
ica,  showing  how  deeply  embed¬ 
ded  politics  are  in  the  lives  of 
those  who  do  not  mobilize  in  the 
usual  sense  of  the  word  but  who 
are  far  from  passive.  It  will 
appeal  to  a  wide  range  of  stu¬ 
dents  and  scholars  of  Latin 
American  studies,  sociology, 
anthropology,  political  science, 
and  history. 

Javier  Auyero  is  Assistant 
Professor  of  Sociology  at  the 
State  University  of  New  York  at 
Stony  Brook.  V 
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Children  of  Facundo: 
Caudillo  and  Gaucho 
Insurgency  during  the 
Argentine  State- 
Formation  Process 
(La  Rioja,  1853-1870) 

Ariel  de  la  Fuente 


In  Children  of  Facundo  Ariel  de 
la  Fuente  examines  postindepen¬ 
dence  Argentinian  instability 
and  political  struggle  from  the 
perspective  of  the  rural  lower 
classes.  As  the  first  comprehen¬ 
sive  regional  study  to  explore 
nineteenth-century  society,  cul¬ 
ture,  and  politics  in  the 
Argentine  interior — where  more 
than  50  percent  of  the  popula¬ 
tion  lived  at  the  time— the  book 
departs  from  the  predominant 
Buenos  Aires-centered  historiog¬ 
raphy  to  analyze  this  crucial 
period  in  the  processes  of  state- 
and  nation-building. 

La  Rioja,  a  province  in  the 
northwest  section  of  the  country, 
was  the  land  of  the  caudillos 
immortalized  by  Domingo  F. 
Sarmiento,  particularly  in  his 
foundational  and  controversial 
book  Facundo.  De  la  Fuente 
focuses  on  the  repeated  rebel¬ 
lions  in  this  district  during  the 
1860s,  when  Federalist  caudillos 
and  their  followers,  the  gauchos, 
rose  up  against  the  new 
Unitarian  government.  In  this 
social  and  cultural  analysis,  de  la 
Fuente  argues  that  the  conflict 
was  not  a  factional  struggle 
between  two  ideologically  identi¬ 
cal  sectors  of  the  elite,  as  com¬ 
monly  depicted.  Instead,  he 
believes,  the  struggle  should  be 
seen  from  the  perspective  of  the 
lower-class  gauchos,  for  whom 
Unitarianism  and  Federalism 
were  highly  differentiated  party 
identities  that  represented  differ¬ 
ent  experiences  during  the  nine¬ 
teenth  century.  To  reconstruct 
this  rural  political  culture  de  la 
Fuente  relies  on  sources  that 
heretofore  have  been  little  used 
in  the  study  of  nineteenth-cen¬ 
tury  Latin  American  politics, 
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most  notably  a  rich  folklore  col¬ 
lection  of  popular  political 
songs,  folktales,  testimonies,  and 
superstitions  passed  down  by  old 
gauchos  who  had  been  witnesses 
or  protagonists  of  the  rebellions. 
Criminal  trial  records,  private 
diaries,  and  land  censuses  add  to 
the  originality  of  de  la  Fuente’s 
study,  while  also  providing  a 
new  perspective  on  Sarmiento’s 
works,  including  the  classic 
Facundo. 

This  book  will  interest  those 
specializing  in  Latin  American 
history,  literature,  politics,  and 
rural  issues  in  Argentina. 

Ariel  de  la  Fuente  is  Assistant 
Professor  of  History  at  Purdue 
University. 
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Sandinista: 

Carlos  Fonseca  and  the 
Nicaraguan  Revolution 

Matilde  Zimmermann 

Sandinista  is  the  first  English- 
language  biography  of  Carlos 
Fonseca  Amador,  the  legendary 
leader  of  the  Sandinista  National 
Liberation  Front  of  Nicaragua 
(FSLN)  and  the  most  important 
and  influential  figure  of  the 
post-1959  revolutionary  genera¬ 
tion  in  Latin  America.  Fonseca, 
killed  in  battle  in  1976,  was  the 
undisputed  intellectual  and 
strategic  leader  of  the  FSLN.  In  a 
groundbreaking  and  fast-paced 
narrative  that  draws  on  a  rich 
archive  of  previously  unpub¬ 
lished  Fonseca  writings,  Matilde 
Zimmermann  sheds  new  light 
on  central  themes  in  his  ideology 
as  well  as  on  internal  disputes, 
ideological  shifts,  and  personali¬ 
ties  of  the  FSLN. 


The  first  researcher  ever  to  be 
allowed  access  to  Fonseca’s 
unpublished  writings  (collected 
by  the  Institute  for  the  Study  of 
Sandinism  in  the  early  1980s  and 
now  in  the  hands  of  the 
Nicaraguan  Army), 
Zimmermann  also  obtained  per¬ 
sonal  interviews  with  Fonseca’s 
friends,  family  members,  fellow 
combatants,  and  political  ene¬ 
mies.  Unlike  previous  scholars, 
Zimmermann  sees  the  Cuban 
revolution  as  the  crucial  turning 
point  in  Fonseca’s  political  evo¬ 
lution.  Furthermore,  while 
others  have  argued  that  he 
rejected  Marxism  in  favor  of  a 
more  pragmatic  nationalism, 
Zimmermann  shows  how 
Fonseca’s  political  writings 
remained  committed  to  both 
socialist  revolution  and  national 
liberation  from  U.S.  imperialism 
and  followed  the  ideas  of  both 
Che  Guevara  and  the  earlier 
Nicaraguan  leader  Augusto 


Cesar  Sandino.  She  further 
argues  that  his  philosophy 
embracing  the  experiences  of  the 
nation’s  workers  and  peasants 
was  central  to  the  FSLN’s  initial 
platform  and  charismatic  appeal. 

“A  must-read  for  anyone  inter¬ 
ested  in  Nicaragua — or  in  the 
overall  issue  of  social  change.” 

— Margaret  Randall,  author  of 
Sandino’ s  Daughters  and 
Sandino’ s  Daughters  Revisited. 

Matilde  Zimmermann  was  a 
Nicaragua-based  journalist  in 
the  years  immediately  following 
the  1979  revolution  and  worked 
with  the  Sandinista  local  govern¬ 
ment  in  the  northern  Atlantic 
Coast  region  in  the  late  1980s. 
She  is  currently  Assistant 
Professor  of  History  at 
Bridgewater  State  College  in 
Massachusetts. 
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Writing  Violence  on  the 
Northern  Frontier:  The 
Historiography  of 
Sixteenth-Century  New 
Mexico  and  Florida  and 
the  Legacy  of  Conquest 

Jose  Rabasa 

In  Writing  Violence  on  the 
Northern  Frontier  Jose  Rabasa 
examines  the  conjunction 
between  writing  and  violence 
that  defined  the  sixteenth-cen¬ 
tury  Spanish  conquest  of  the 
Americas  (particularly  North 
America)  and,  in  doing  so,  he 
reveals  why  this  conjunction 
remains  relevant  and  influential 
today.  Rabasa  elaborates  a  cri¬ 
tique  of  Spanish  legislation  that 
prescribed  forms  of  converting 
Indians  to  Christianity  and  sub¬ 
jecting  them  to  Spanish  rule, 
which  was  referred  to  by  some  as 
“peaceful  conquest.”  He  argues 
that  the  oxymoronic  nature  of 
this  term  demands  an  opposi¬ 
tional  mode  of  inquiry  based  on 
an  understanding  of  violence 
that  expands  beyond  acts  of  war 
to  include  symbolism,  interpre¬ 
tation,  legislation,  and  other 
speech  acts  that  he  refers  to  as 
the  “force  of  law.” 
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To  advance  his  argument  Rabasa 
analyzes  visual  and  verbal  repre¬ 
sentations,  colonialist  programs, 
and  the  theories  of  colonization 
that  informed  the  historiography 
of  sixteenth -century  New 
Mexico  and  Florida,  which 
included  the  territory  from  the 
Pacific  coast  to  Kansas,  and  from 
present-day  Florida  to  Tennessee 
and  Arkansas.  Using  little- 
known  materials  from  the 
northern  borderlands  of  Spanish 
imperial  expansion,  Rabasa 
works  to  complicate  notions  of 
violence  and  their  relationship  to 
writing.  Understood  in  juxtapo¬ 
sition  with  modern  texts  on 
postcolonial  theory,  his  descrip¬ 
tion  of  the  dual  function  of  these 
colonial  texts — to  represent 
material  acts  of  violence  and  to 
act  as  violence  itself — also 
emphasizes  the  lingering  effects 
of  this  phenomenon  in  contem¬ 
porary  intellectual  work  and 
everyday  life.  In  this  way  Writing 
Violence  on  the  Northern  Frontier 
serves  not  only  as  an  explanation 
of  what  colonialist  texts  do  but 
also  instigates  new  ways  of 
thinking  about  colonial  dis¬ 
course. 


This  book  will  interest  scholars 
of  colonial  studies  and  early 
North  American  history,  as  well 
as  a  broader  audience  interested 
in  literary  or  interdisciplinary 
perspectives  on  the  topic  of 
racial  and  ethnic  violence. 

Jose  Rabasa  is  Professor  of  Latin 
American  Literature  at  the 
University  of  California, 
Berkeley.  He  is  the  author  of 
Inventing  America:  Spanish 
Historiography  and  the 
Formation  of  Eurocentrism. 
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Lost  Shores, 

Forgotten  Peoples: 
Spanish  Explorations  of 
the  South  East  Maya 
Lowlands 


Long  after  the  Aztecs  and  the 
Incas  had  become  a  fading 
memory,  a  Maya  civilization  still 
thrived  in  the  interior  of  Central 
America.  Lost  Shores ,  Forgotten 
Peoples  is  the  first  collection 
and  translation  of  important 
seventeenth-century  narratives 
about  Europeans  traveling  across 
the  great  “Ocean  Sea”  and 
encountering  a  people  who  had 
maintained  an  independent  exis¬ 
tence  in  the  lowlands  of 
Guatemala  and  Belize. 

In  these  narratives — primary 
documents  written  by  mission¬ 
aries  and  conquistadors — vivid 
details  of  these  little  known 
Mayan  cultures  are  revealed, 
answering  how  and  why  low- 
lander  independence  was  able 
to  evade  Spanish  conquest  while 
similar  civilizations  could  not. 
Fascinating  tales  of  the  journey 
from  Europe  are  included, 
involving  unknown  islands,  lost 
pilots,  life  aboard  a  galleon  fleet, 
political  intrigue,  cannibals,  and 
breathtaking  natural  beauty.  In 


short,  these  forgotten  manu¬ 
scripts — translations  of  the 
papers  of  the  past — provide  an 
unforgettable  look  at  an  under- 
studied  chapter  in  the  age  of 
exploration. 

Lost  Shores,  Forgotten  Peoples  will 
appeal  to  archaeologists,  anthro¬ 
pologists,  and  historians  inter¬ 
ested  in  Central  America,  the 
Maya,  and  the  Spanish 
Conquest. 

Lawrence  H.  Feldman  is  an 
anthropologist,  researcher, 
writer,  and  indexer.  His  previous 
books  include  A  Tumpline 
Economy  and  Anglo-Americans 
in  Spanish  Archives. 
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Tabloid  Culture:  Trash 
Taste,  Popular  Power, 
and  the  Transformation 
of  American  Television 

Kevin  Glynn 

During  the  latter  half  of  the 
1980s  and  throughout  the  1990s, 
television  talk  shows,  infotain¬ 
ment  news,  and  screaming 
supermarket  headlines  became 
ubiquitous  in  America  as  the 
“tabloidization”  of  the  nation’s 
media  took  hold.  In  Tabloid 
Culture  Kevin  Glynn  draws  on 
diverse  theoretical  sources  and 
an  unprecedented  range  of  elec¬ 
tronic  and  print  media  in  order 
to  analyze  important  aspects  and 
key  debates  that  have  emerged 
around  this  phenomenon. 

Glynn  begins  by  situating  these 
media  shifts  within  the  context 
of  Reaganism,  which  gave  rise  to 
distinctive  ideological  currents 
in  society  and  led  the  socially 
and  economically  disenfran¬ 
chised  to  access  new  forms  of 
information  via  the  exploding 
television  industry.  He  then 
tackles  specific  daytime  talk 
shows  and  tabloid  newscasts 
such  as  lerrySpringer  and  A 
Current  Affair,  reality- TV  pro¬ 
grams  such  as  Cops  and 
America’s  Most  Wanted,  and  two 
different  supermarket  tabloids’ 
coverage  of  the  O.J.  Simpson 
case.  Tabloid  Culture  is  the  first 
book  to  treat  these  diverse  yet 
related  media  forms  and  events 
in  tandem.  Rejecting  the  elitist 


dismissal  of  sensationalist  media, 
Glynn  instead  traces  the  cultural 
currents  and  countercurrents 
running  through  their  forms  and 
products.  Locating  both  reac¬ 
tionary  and  oppositional  mean¬ 
ings  in  these  texts,  he  demon¬ 
strates  how  these  particular 
media  genres  draw  on  and  con¬ 
tribute  to  important  cultural 
struggles  over  the  meanings  of 
race,  sexuality,  gender,  class, 
“normality,”  “truth,”  and 
“reality.”  The  study  ends  by  dis¬ 
cussing  how  the  growing  use  of 
the  Internet  provides  an  entirely 
new  realm  in  which  such  mater¬ 
ial  can  circulate,  distort,  inform, 
and  flourish. 

This  innovative  and  provocative 
study  of  contemporary  main¬ 
stream  media  culture  in  the 
United  States  will  be  valuable 
to  those  interested  in  both  print 
and  television  media,  the  cul¬ 
tural-political  influence  of  the 
Reagan  era,  and  American  cul¬ 
ture  in  general. 

Kevin  Glynn  is  Lecturer  in 
American  Studies  at  the 
University  of  Canterbury  in  New 
Zealand. 
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Haunted  Media: 
Electronic  Presence 
from  Telegraphy  to 
Television 

Jeffrey  Sconce 

In  Haunted  Media  Jeffrey  Sconce 
examines  American  culture’s 
persistent  association  of  new 
electronic  media — from  the 
invention  of  the  telegraph  to  the 
introduction  of  television  and 
computers — with  paranormal  or 
spiritual  phenomena.  By  offering 
a  historical  analysis  of  the  rela¬ 
tion  between  communication 
technologies,  discourses  of 
modernity,  and  metaphysical 
preoccupations,  Sconce  demon¬ 


strates  how  accounts  of  “elec¬ 
tronic  presence”  have  gradually 
changed  over  the  decades  from  a 
fascination  with  the  boundaries 
of  space  and  time  to  a  more  gen¬ 
eralized  anxiety  over  the  seeming 
sovereignty  of  technology. 

Sconce  focuses  on  five  important 
cultural  moments  in  the  history 
of  telecommunication  from  the 
mid-nineteenth  century  to  the 
present:  the  advent  of  telegra¬ 
phy;  the  arrival  of  wireless  com¬ 
munication;  radio’s  transforma¬ 
tion  into  network  broadcasting; 
the  introduction  of  television; 
and  contemporary  debates  over 
computers,  cyberspace,  and  vir¬ 
tual  reality.  In  the  process  of 
examining  the  trajectory  of  these 
technological  innovations,  he 
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discusses  topics  such  as  the  rise 
of  spiritualism  as  a  utopian 
response  to  the  electronic 
powers  presented  by  telegraphy 
and  how  radio,  in  the  twentieth 
century,  came  to  be  regarded  as  a 
way  of  connecting  to  a  more 
atomized  vision  of  the  afterlife. 
Sconce  also  considers  how  an 
early  preoccupation  with 
extraterrestrial  radio  communi¬ 
cations  tranformed  during  the 
network  era  into  more  unsettling 
fantasies  of  mediated  annihila¬ 
tion,  culminating  with  Orson 
Welles’s  legendary  broadcast  of 
War  of  the  Worlds.  Likewise,  in 
his  exploration  of  the  early  years 
of  television,  Sconce  describes 
how  programs  such  as  The 
Twilight  Zone  and  The  Outer 
Limits  continued  to  feed  the  fan¬ 
tastical  and  increasingly  para¬ 
noid  public  imagination  of  elec¬ 
tronic  media.  Finally,  Sconce 
discusses  the  rise  of  postmodern 
media  criticism  as  yet  another 
occult  fiction  of  electronic  pres¬ 
ence,  a  mythology  that  continues 
to  dominate  contemporary 
debates  over  television,  cyber¬ 
space,  virtual  reality,  and  the 
Internet. 

As  an  engaging  cultural  history 
of  telecommunications,  Haunted 
Media  will  interest  a  wide  range 
of  readers  including  students 
and  scholars  of  media,  history, 
American  studies,  cultural  stud¬ 
ies,  and  literary  and  social 
theory. 

Jeffrey  Sconce  is  Assistant 
Professor  at  the  School  of 
Cinema-Television  at  the 
University  of  Southern 
California. 
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Spectacular  Passions: 
Cinema,  Fantasy,  Gay 
Male  Spectatorships 
Brett  Farmer 


The  image  of  the  movie-obsessed 
gay  man  is  a  widely  circulating 
and  readily  recognizable  element 
of  the  contemporary  cultural 
landscape.  Using  psychoanalytic 
theory  as  his  guide  while  inflect¬ 
ing  it  with  insights  from  both 
film  theory  and  queer  theory, 
Brett  Farmer  moves  beyond  this 
cliche  to  develop  an  innovative 
exploration  of  gay  spectatorship. 
The  result,  Spectacular  Passions, 
reveals  how  cinema  has  been 
engaged  by  gay  men  as  a  vital 
forum  for  “fantasmatic  perfor¬ 
mance” — in  this  case,  the  pro¬ 
duction  of  specifically  queer 
identities,  practices,  and  plea¬ 
sures. 

Building  on  the  psychoanalytic 
concept  of  the  fantasmatic, 
Farmer  works  to  depathologize 
gay  male  subjectivity.  While  dis¬ 
cussing  such  films  as  Kiss  of  the 
Spider  Woman,  The  Pirate, 
Suddenly  Last  Summer,  and 
Sunset  Boulevard,  and  stars  rang¬ 
ing  from  Mae  West  to 
Montgomery  Clift,  Farmer 
argues  that  the  particularities  of 
gay  men’s  social  and  psychic 
positionings  motivate  unique 
receptions  of  and  investments  in 
film.  The  Hollywood  musical, 
gay  camp  readings  of  the  extrav¬ 
agant  female  star,  and  the 
explicit  homoeroticism  of  the 
cinematic  male  body  in  gay 
fanzines  are  further  proof,  says 
Farmer,  of  how  the  shifting 
libidinal  profiles  of  homosexual 
desire  interact  with  the  fantasy 
scenarios  of  Hollywood  film  to 
produce  a  range  of  variable 
queer  meanings. 

This  fascinating  and  provocative 
study  makes  a  significant  new 
contribution  to  discussions  of 
cinema,  spectatorship,  and  sexu¬ 
ality.  As  such,  it  will  be  wel¬ 
comed  by  those  in  the  fields  of 
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film  theory,  queer  theory,  and 
cultural  studies. 

Brett  Farmer  is  Lecturer  in 
Cultural  Studies  at  the 
University  of  Melbourne. 
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AMERICAN  STUDIES 


LENNY  BRUCE/ODON  CARROLL 


Stand-Up  Comedy  in 
Theory,  or,  Abjection  in 
America 

John  Limon 


Stand-Up  Comedy  in  Theory,  or, 
Abjection  in  America  is  the  first 
study  of  stand-up  comedy  as  a 
form  of  art.  John  Limon  appreci¬ 
ates  and  analyzes  the  specific 
practice  of  stand-up  itself, 
moving  beyond  theories  of  the 
joke,  of  the  comic,  and  of 
comedy  in  general  to  read  stand- 
up  through  the  lens  of  literary 
and  cultural  theory.  Limon 
argues  that  stand-up  is  an  art- 
form  best  defined  by  its  fascina¬ 
tion  with  the  abject,  Julia 
Kristeva’s  term  for  those  aspects 
of  oneself  that  are  obnoxious  to 
one’s  sense  of  identity  but  that 
nevertheless — like  blood,  feces, 
or  urine — are  impossible  to  jetti¬ 
son  once  and  for  all.  All  of  a 
comedian’s  life,  Limon  asserts,  is 
abject  in  this  sense. 


Limon  begins  with  stand-up 
comics  in  the  1950s  and  1960s — 
Lenny  Bruce,  Carl  Reiner,  Mel 
Brooks,  Mike  Nichols,  Elaine 
May — when  the  norm  of  the 
profession  was  the  Jewish,  male, 
heterosexual  comedian.  He  then 
moves  toward  the  present  with 
analyses  of  David  Letterman, 
Richard  Pryor,  Ellen  DeGeneres, 
and  Paula  Poundstone.  Limon 
incorporates  feminist,  race,  and 
queer  theories  to  argue  that  the 
“comedification”  of  America — 
stand-up  comedy’s  escape  from 
its  narrow  origins — involves  the 
repossession  by  black,  female, 
queer,  and  Protestant  comedians 
of  what  was  black,  female,  queer, 
yet  suburbanizing  in  Jewish, 
male,  heterosexual  comedy. 
Limon’s  formal  definition  of 
stand-up  as  abject  art  thus 
hinges  on  his  claim  that  the  great 
American  comedians  of  the 
1950s  and  1960s  located  their 
comedy  at  the  place  (which 
would  have  been  conceived  in 
i960  as  a  location  between  New 
York  City  or  Chicago  and  their 
suburbs)  where  the  body  is 
thrown  off  for  the  mind  and 
materiality  is  thrown  off  for 
abstraction — at  the  place,  that  is, 
where  American  abjection  has 
always  found  its  home. 

As  the  first  study  of  its  kind, 
Stand-  Up  Comedy  in  Theory,  or, 
Abjection  in  America  will  appeal 
to  a  wide  audience  including 
those  interested  in  cultural  stud¬ 
ies,  Jewish  studies,  gender  and 
queer  theory. 

John  Limon  is  Professor  of 
English  at  Williams  College.  He 
is  the  author  of  The  Place  of 
Fiction  in  the  Time  of  Science  and 
Writing  after  War. 
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Gumshoe  America: 
Hard-Boiled  Crime 
Fiction  and  the  Rise  and 
Fall  of  New  Deal 
Liberalism 

Sean  McCann 


In  Gumshoe  America  Sean 
McCann  offers  a  bold  new 
account  of  the  hard-boiled  crime 
story  and  its  literary  and  political 
significance.  Illuminating  a  pre¬ 
viously  unnoticed  set  of  con¬ 
cerns  at  the  heart  of  the  fiction, 
he  contends  that  mid-twentieth- 
century  American  crime  writers 
used  the  genre  to  confront  and 
wrestle  with  many  of  the  para¬ 
doxes  and  disappointments  of 
New  Deal  liberalism.  For  these 
authors,  the  same  contradictions 
inherent  in  liberal  democracy 
were  present  within  the  changing 
literary  marketplace  of  the  mid¬ 
twentieth-century  United  States: 
the  competing  claims  of  the  elite 
versus  the  popular,  the  demands 
of  market  capitalism  versus  con¬ 
ceptions  of  quality,  and  the  indi¬ 
vidual  versus  a  homogenized 
society. 

Gumshoe  America  traces  the  way 
those  problems  surfaced  in  hard- 
boiled  crime  fiction  from  the 
1920s  through  the  1960s. 
Beginning  by  using  a  forum  on 
the  Ku  Klux  Klan  in  the  pulp 
magazine  Black  Mask  to  describe 
both  the  economic  and  political 
culture  of  pulp  fiction  in  the 
early  twenties,  McCann  locates 
the  origins  of  the  hard-boiled 
crime  story  in  the  genre’s  con¬ 
flict  with  the  racist  antiliberalism 
prominent  at  the  time.  Turning 
his  focus  to  Dashiell  Hammett’s 
career,  McCann  shows  how 
Hammett’s  writings  in  the  late 
1920s  and  early  1930s  moved 
detective  fiction  away  from  its 
founding  fables  of  social  com¬ 
pact  to  the  cultural  alienation 
triggered  by  a  burgeoning 
administrative  state.  He  then 
examines  how  Raymond 
Chandler’s  fiction,  unlike 
Hammett’s,  idealized  sentimen- 
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tal  fraternity,  echoing  the  com¬ 
munitarian  appeals  of  the  late 
New  Deal.  Two  of  the  first  crime 
writers  to  publish  original  fiction 
in  paperback — Jim  Thompson 
and  Charles  Willeford — are 
examined  next  in  juxtaposition 
to  the  popularity  enjoyed  by 
their  contemporaries  Mickey 
Spillane  and  Ross  Macdonald. 
The  stories  of  the  former  two, 
claims  McCann,  portray  the 
decline  of  the  New  Deal  and  the 
emergence  of  the  rights-based 
liberalism  of  the  postwar  years 
and  reveal  new  attitudes  toward 
government:  individual  alien¬ 
ation,  frustration  with  bureau¬ 
cratic  institutions,  and  dissatis¬ 
faction  with  the  growing  vision 
of  America  as  a  meritocracy. 
Before  concluding,  McCann 
turns  to  the  work  of  Chester 
Himes,  who,  in  producing  revo¬ 
lutionary  hard-boiled  novels, 
used  the  genre  to  explore  the 
changing  political  significance  of 


race  that  accompanied  the  rise  of 
the  Civil  Rights  movement  in  the 
late  1950s  and  the  1960s. 

Combining  a  striking  reinterpre¬ 
tation  of  the  hard-boiled  crime 
story  with  a  fresh  view  of  the 
political  complications  and  cul¬ 
tural  legacies  of  the  New  Deal, 
Gumshoe  America  will  interest 
students  and  fans  of  the  genre, 
and  scholars  of  American  his¬ 
tory,  culture,  and  government. 

Sean  McCann  is  Assistant 
Professor  of  English  at  Wesleyan 
University. 
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New  Deal  Modernism: 
American  Literature  and 
the  Invention  of  the 
Welfare  State 
Michael  Szalay 

In  New  Deal  Modernism  Michael 
Szalay  examines  the  effect  that 
the  rise  of  the  welfare  state  had 
on  American  modernism  during 
the  1930s  and  1940s  and,  con¬ 
versely,  what  difference  mod¬ 
ernism  made  to  the  New  Deal’s 
famed  invention  of  “Big 
Government.”  Moving  beyond 
accounts  of  literary  modernism 
that  have  been  preoccupied  with 
fascism  and  communism,  Szalay 
situates  his  study  within  a  liberal 
culture  bent  on  social  security,  a 
culture  galvanized  by  its  imag¬ 
ined  need  for  private  and  public 
insurance. 

Because  the  WPA  Federal  Arts 
Project  offered  a  particular  kind 
of  insurance — a  wage  to  writers 
unable  to  find  a  market  for  their 
work — a  salaried  class  of  writers 
took  form,  one  committed  more 
to  producing  art  than  to  selling 
it.  This  performance-oriented 
investment  in  art  as  process, 
Szalay  claims,  was  embraced  by  a 
diverse  group  of  writers  not  all 
of  whom  were  “clients”  of  the 
state.  It  is  through  this  lens  that 


Szalay  looks  at  writers  and 
others — from  Jack  London, 
James  M.  Cain,  Gertrude  Stein, 
and  Betty  Smith  to  Busby 
Berkeley,  John  Dewey,  and  John 
Maynard  Keynes.  Contributing 
to  the  great  range  of  this  study 
are  a  discussion  of  the  role 
played  by  Franldin  Roosevelt  in 
this  rewriting  of  free-market  cul¬ 
ture  and  extended  analyses  of  the 
work  of  Ernest  Hemingway, 
Wallace  Stevens,  John  Steinbeck, 
and  Richard  Wright. 

This  examination  of  the  evolu¬ 
tion  of  modernism  in  its  interac¬ 
tion  with  a  reformist  federal  gov¬ 
ernment  will  be  of  compelling 
interest  to  students  of  cultural 
and  intellectual  history. 

Michael  Szalay  is  Assistant 
Professor  of  English  and 
Comparative  Literature  at 
University  of  California,  Irvine, 
and  Associate  Editor  of  The 
Baffler. 
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FILM  STILL  FROM  THE  TRUMAN  SHOW/®  PARAMOUNT. 

Latent  Destinies: 

Cultural  Paranoia  and 
Contemporary  U.S. 
Narrative 

Patrick  O’Donnell 

Latent  Destinies  examines  the 
formation  of  postmodern  sensi¬ 
bilities  and  their  relationship  to 
varieties  of  paranoia  that  have 
been  seen  as  widespread  in  this 
century.  Despite  the  fact  that  the 
Cold  War  has  ended  and  the 
threat  of  nuclear  annihilation 
has  been  dramatically  lessened 
by  most  estimates,  the  paranoia 
that  has  characterized  the  period 
has  not  gone  away.  Indeed,  it  is 
as  if — as  O’Donnell  suggests — 
this  paranoia  has  been  internal¬ 
ized,  scattered,  and  reiterated  at 
a  multitude  of  sites:  Oklahoma 
City,  Waco,  Ruby  Ridge,  Bosnia, 
the  White  House,  the  United 
Nations,  and  numerous  other 
places. 

O’Donnell  argues  that  paranoia 
on  the  broadly  cultural  level  is 
essentially  a  narrative  process  in 
which  history  and  postmodern 
identity  are  negotiated  simulta¬ 
neously.  The  result  is  an  erasure 
of  historical  temporality — the 
past  and  future  become  the  all- 
consuming,  self-aware  present. 
To  explain  and  exemplify  this, 
O’Donnell  looks  at  such  books 
and  films  as  Libra,  JFK,  The 
Crying  of  Lot  49,  The  Truman 
Show,  Reservoir  Dogs,  Empire  of 


the  Senseless,  Oswald’s  Tale,  The 
Executioner’s  Song,  Underworld, 
The  Killer  Inside  Me,  and 
Groundhog  Day.  Organized 
around  the  topics  of  national¬ 
ism,  gender,  criminality,  and 
construction  of  history,  Latent 
Destinies  establishes  cultural 
paranoia  as  consonant  with  our 
contradictory  need  for  multiplic¬ 
ity  and  certainty,  for  openness 
and  secrecy,  and  for  mobility 
and  historical  stability. 

Demonstrating  how  imaginative 
works  such  as  novels  and  films 
can  be  used  to  understand  the 
postmodern  historical  condition, 
this  book  will  interest  students 
and  scholars  of  American  litera¬ 
ture  and  cultural  studies,  post¬ 
modern  theory,  and  film  studies. 

Patrick  O’Donnell  is  Professor 
and  Chair  of  the  Department  of 
English  at  Michigan  State 
University.  He  is  author  of  Echo 
Chambers:  Figuring  the  Voice  in 
Modern  Narrative  and  Passionate 
Doubts:  Designs  of  Interpretation 
in  Contemporary  American 
Fiction. 
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A  Special  Issue  of  boundary  2 

Sociology  Hesitant: 
Thinking  with  W.  E.  B. 
DuBois 

Ronald  Judy,  special 
issue  editor 

This  collection  of  essays  reflects 
a  new,  distinctively  rigorous 
engagement  with  W.  E.  B. 
DuBois’s  theoretical  and  philo¬ 
sophical  thought.  It  includes  the 
first  publication  of  DuBois’s 
important  critical  essay  on  the 
conceptual  foundations  of  soci¬ 
ology  as  a  science,  “Sociology 
Hesitant.”  Taking  its  title  from 
that  1905  essay,  Sociology 
Hesitant  draws  attention  to  the 
ways  in  which  DuBois’s  thinking 
about  the  “Negro  problem”  was 
an  explicit  effort  to  think  about 
the  problem  of  historical  agency. 

Spanning  a  wide  array  of  disci¬ 
plines,  from  German  studies  and 
sociology  to  literary  criticism, 
philosophy,  and  anthropology, 
with  contributions  from  some 
of  the  most  outstanding  scholars 
in  these  fields,  Sociology  Hesitant 
contributes  to  the  recognition  of 
DuBois  as  an  important  histori¬ 
cal  figure  by  focusing  on  the 
complexity  of  his  theoretical 
work.  These  essays  offer  an 
extended  interaction  with  the 


ideas  and  projects  DuBois  for¬ 
mulated  in  a  series  of  essays 
written  between  1887  and  1910 
that  take  up  intricate  questions 
concerning  the  nature  of 
methodology  and  the  theory  of 
knowledge.  Using  DuBois’s  work 
as  a  point  of  departure,  contrib¬ 
utors  explore  current  thinking 
about  diverse  subjects  such  as 
geopolitics  and  postcolonialism. 
Demonstrating  that  engaging  the 
question  of  race  requires 
rethinking  the  historical  nature 
of  theoretical  understanding, 
this  collection  brings  to  light  the 
notion  that  the  struggle  for 
equality  is  a  struggle  for  freedom 
of  thought  in  pursuit  of  truth. 

Contributors.  Kenneth  Barkin, 
Nahum  Chandler,  Ronald  ludy, 
David  Krell,  Charles  Lemert, 
Sieglinde  D.  Lemke,  Tommy 
Lott,  Kevin  Miles,  Abdulkarim 
Mustapha,  Ken  Warren 

Ronald  Judy  is  Associate 
Professor  in  the  Department  of 
English  at  the  University  of 
Pittsburgh  and  a  member  of  the 
boundary  2  editorial  collective. 
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Up  from  Bondage: 

The  Literatures  of 
Russian  and  African 
American  Soul 
Dale  E.  Peterson 

During  the  nineteenth  century, 
literate  Russians  and  educated 
American  blacks  encountered  a 
dominant  Western  narrative  of 
world  civilization  that  seemed  to 
ignore  the  histories  of  Slavs  and 
African  Americans.  In  response, 
generations  of  Russian  and  black 
American  intellectuals  have 
asserted  eloquent  counterclaims 
for  the  cultural  significance  of  a 
collective  national  “soul”  veiled 
from  prejudiced  Western  eyes. 
Up  from  Bondage  is  the  first 
study  to  parallel  the  evolution  of 
Russian  and  African  American 
cultural  nationalism  in  literary 
works  and  philosophical  writ¬ 
ings. 

Illuminating  a  remarkably  wide¬ 
spread  cross-pollination  between 
the  two  cultural  and  intellectual 
traditions,  Dale  E.  Peterson 
frames  much  of  his  argument 


around  W.  E.  B.  DuBois’s  con¬ 
cept  of  “double-consciousness,” 
wherein  members  of  an 
oppressed  section  of  society  view 
themselves  simultaneously 
through  their  own  self-aware¬ 
ness  and  through  the  internal¬ 
ized  standards  of  the  dominant 
culture.  He  shows  how  the  writ¬ 
ings  of  Dostoevsky,  Hurston, 
Chesnutt,  Turgenev,  Ellison, 
Wright,  Gorky,  and  Naylor — 
texts  that  enacted  and  described 
this  sense  of  double  awareness — 
were  used  both  to  perform  and 
to  contest  the  established  genres 
of  Western  literacy.  Woven 
through  Peterson’s  textual  analy¬ 
ses  is  his  consideration  of  cul¬ 
tural  hybridism  and  its  effects: 
The  writers  he  examines  find 
multiple  ways  to  testify  to  and 
challenge  the  symptoms  of  post¬ 
colonial  trauma.  After  discussing 
the  strong  and  significant  affinity 
expressed  by  contemporary 
African  American  cultural  theo¬ 
rists  for  the  dialogic  thought  of 
Russian  linguist  Mikhail 
Bakhtin,  Peterson  argues  that  a 
fuller  appreciation  of  the  historic 
connection  between  the  two  cul¬ 


tures  will  enrich  the  complicated 
meanings  of  being  black  or 
Russian  in  a  world  that  has  tradi¬ 
tionally  avoided  acknowledging 
pluralistic  standards  of  civiliza¬ 
tion  and  cultural  excellence. 

This  investigation  of  comparable 
moments  in  the  development  of 
Russian  and  African  American 
ethnic  self-consciousness  will  be 
valuable  to  students  and  scholars 
of  comparative  literature,  philos¬ 
ophy,  cultural  theory,  ethnicity, 
linguistics,  and  postcolonialism, 
in  addition  to  Slavic  and  African 
American  studies. 

Dale  E.  Peterson  is  Professor  of 
English  and  Russian  at  Amherst 
College  and  Associate  Editor  of 
the  Massachusetts  Review. 
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multi-sited  ethnography  will 
contribute  to  current  anthropo¬ 
logical  debates  on  kinship  stud¬ 
ies.  It  wall  also  interest  those 
involved  with  Jewish  studies. 

Susan  Martha  Kahn  is  Senior 
Research  Director  at  The 
Hadassah  International  Research 
Institute  on  Jewish  Women  at 
Brandeis  University. 
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Other  Chinas:  The  Yao 
and  the  Politics  of 
National  Belonging 
Ralph  A.  Litzinger 

In  Other  Chinas  Ralph  A. 
Litzinger  investigates  the  politics 
of  ethnic  identity  in  postsocialist 
China.  By  combining  innovative 
research  with  extensive  fieldwork 
conducted  during  the  late  1980s 
and  early  1990s  in  south-central 
and  southwestern  China, 
Litzinger  provides  a  detailed 
ethnography  of  the  region’s  Yao 
population  in  order  to  question 
how  minority  groups  are  repre¬ 
sented  in  China.  In  particular,  he 
focuses  on  how  elite  members  of 
this  minority  population  have 
represented  their  own  culture, 
history,  and  identity  to  a  range 
of  Chinese  and  Western 
observers. 


Reproducing  Jews: 

A  Cultural  Account  of 
Assisted  Conception  in 
Israel 

Susan  Martha  Kahn 

There  are  more  fertility  clinics 
per  capita  in  Israel  than  in  any 
other  country  in  the  world.  This 
phenomenon  is  not  the  result  of 
high  rates  of  infertility  but  of  the 
centrality  and  political  impor¬ 
tance  that  the  Jewish  community 
has  placed  on  reproduction.  It 
was  this  statistic  that  prompted 
Susan  Martha  Kahn  to  embark 
on  an  ethnographic  study  of  the 
social  uses,  cultural  meanings, 
and  contemporary  rabbinic 
responses  to  Israel’s  methods  of 
artificial  reproduction. 

To  support  her  analytical  per¬ 
spectives  Kahn  draws  on  inter¬ 
views  writh  unmarried  Israeli 
women  who  are  using  state-sub¬ 
sidized  artificial  insemination  to 
get  pregnant  and  her  own  expe¬ 
riences  as  a  participant-observer 
in  Israeli  fertility  clinics.  After 


analyzing  rabbinic  kinship  cos¬ 
mology  through  close  readings 
of  relevant  traditional  Jewish 
texts,  she  explains  how  new 
reproductive  technologies  have 
been  accommodated  and  even 
embraced  by  orthodox  rabbis  in 
Israel.  Above  all,  Reproducing 
Jews  reveals  how  unmarried 
Jewish  women  are  explicitly 
valued  as  reproductive  resources 
in  Israel,  whether  they  are 
encouraged  to  donate  eggs  for 
married  Jewish  women  when 
undergoing  their  own  fertility 
treatments,  privileged  as 
surrogate  mothers  in  Israel’s 
surrogacy  legislation,  or  encour¬ 
aged  to  reproduce  autonomously 
via  new  reproductive  technolo¬ 
gies.  Unlike  birth  control,  Kahn 
explains,  artificial  insemination, 
ovum  donation,  and  in-vitro  fer¬ 
tilization  are  subsidized  by 
Israeli  national  health  insurance 
and  provided  by  fertility  special¬ 
ists  who  have  emerged  as  global 
leaders  in  the  research  and  devel¬ 
opment  of  these  technologies. 

As  the  first  scholarly  account  of 
assisted  conception  in  Israel,  this 
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Litzinger  begins  by  describing 
how  during  the  Republican 
period  the  Yao  were  considered  a 
dangerous  people  who  preferred 
to  consort  with  beasts  and  gob¬ 
lins  rather  than  join  in  the 
making  of  a  modern  nation.  He 
then  compares  this  to  the  com¬ 
munist  revolutionaries’  view  of 
the  Yao  as  impressive  rebels  and 
positive  examples  of  subaltern 
agency.  Litzinger  shows  how 
scholars,  government  workers, 
communist  party  officials,  and 
Taoist  ritual  specialists  have 
influenced  the  varied  depictions 
of  the  Yao  and,  in  doing  so,  he 
advances  a  new  understanding  of 
both  the  Yao  and  the  effects  of 
official  discourse,  written  histo¬ 
ries,  state  policy,  and  practices  of 
minority  empowerment.  In 
addition  to  analyzing  issues  of 
ritual  practice,  social  order, 
morality,  and  the  governance  of 
ethnic  populations,  Litzinger 
considers  the  Yao’s  role  in  the 
cultural  reforms  of  the  1980s.  By 
distancing  his  study  from 
romanticized  depictions  of 
minorities  Litzinger  is  able  to 
focus  on  how  minority  represen¬ 
tation,  struggle,  and  agency  have 
influenced  the  history  of  the 
People’s  Republic,  cultural 
debates  within  contemporary 
Chinese  society,  and  China’s 
rapidly  changing  role  in  the 
global  order. 

This  book  will  be  of  interest  to 
Asianists  in  both  anthropology 
and  cultural  studies  and  should 
appeal  more  generally  to  schol¬ 
ars  invested  in  issues  of  ethnic 
identity,  minority  politics,  and 
transnationalism. 

Ralph  A.  Litzinger  is 
Assistant  Professor  of  Cultural 
Anthropology  at  Duke 
University. 
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The  Nation’s  Tortured 
Body:  Violence, 
Representation,  and  the 
Formation  of  a  Sikh 
“Diaspora” 

Brian  Keith  Axel 

In  The  Nation’s  Tortured  Body 
Brian  Keith  Axel  explores  the 
formation  of  the  Sikh  diaspora 
and,  in  so  doing,  offers  a  power¬ 
ful  inquiry  into  conditions  of 
colonialism  and  postcoloniality. 
Demonstrating  a  new  direction 
for  historical  anthropology,  he 
focuses  on  the  position  of  vio¬ 
lence  between  1849  and  1998  in 
the  emergence  of  a  transnational 
fight  for  Khalistan  (an  indepen¬ 
dent  Sikh  state).  Axel  argues 
that,  rather  than  the  homeland 
creating  the  diaspora,  it  has  been 
the  diaspora,  or  histories  of  dis¬ 
placement,  that  have  created 
particular  kinds  of  places — - 
homelands. 

Based  on  ethnographic  and 
archival  research  conducted  by 
Axel  at  several  sites  in  India, 
England,  and  the  United  States, 
the  text  delineates  a  theoretical 
trajectory  for  thinking  about  the 
proliferation  of  diaspora  studies 
and  area  studies  in  America  and 
England.  After  discussing  this 
trajectory  in  relation  to  the  colo¬ 
nial  and  postcolonial  movement 
of  Sikhs,  Axel  analyzes  the  pro¬ 
duction  and  circulation  of 
images  of  Sikhs  around  the 
world,  beginning  with  visual 
representations  of  Maharaja 
Duleep  Singh,  the  last  Sikh  ruler 
of  Punjab,  who  died  in  1893.  He 
argues  that  imagery  of  particular 
male  Sikh  bodies  has  situated — 
at  different  times  and  in  differ¬ 
ent  ways — points  of  mediation 
between  various  populations  of 
Sikhs  around  the  world.  Most 
crucially,  he  describes  the  torture 
of  Sikhs  by  Indian  police 
between  1983  and  the  present 
and  discusses  the  images  of  tor¬ 
tured  Sikh  bodies  that  have  been 
circulating  on  the  Internet  since 
1996.  Finally,  he  returns  to  ques¬ 
tions  of  the  homeland,  reflecting 
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on  what  the  issues  discussed  in 
The  Nation’s  Tortured  Body 
might  mean  for  the  ongoing 
fight  for  Khalistan. 

Specialists  in  anthropology,  his¬ 
tory,  cultural  studies,  diaspora 
studies,  and  Sikh  studies  will  find 
much  of  interest  in  this  impor¬ 
tant  work. 

Brian  Keith  Axel  is  an  Academy 
Scholars  Fellow  at  the  Weather- 
head  Center  for  International 
and  Area  Studies  at  Harvard. 
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Tough  Love:  Amazon 
Encounters  in  the 
English  Renaissance 
Kathryn  Schwarz 

In  Tough  Love  Kathryn  Schwarz 
takes  up  a  range  of  literary,  his¬ 
torical,  and  theoretical  texts  in 
order  to  examine  the  relation¬ 
ship  between  Amazon  myth  and 
the  social  conventions  that  gov¬ 
erned  gender  and  sexuality 
during  the  early  modern  period. 
Imagined  as  embodiments  of 
female  masculinity,  amazonian 
figures  stimulated  both  homo¬ 
erotic  and  heteroerotic  response, 
and  Schwarz  shows  that  their 
appearance  in  narratives  dis¬ 
rupted  assumptions  concerning 
identity,  gender,  domesticity, 
and  desire. 


Despite  seeming  to  function  as 
signs  for  what  is  outside  the 
social — the  alien,  the  exotic,  the 
other — Amazons  in  sixteenth- 
and  seventeenth-century  texts 
were  often  represented  in  con¬ 
ventionally  domestic  roles,  as 
mothers  and  lovers,  wives  and 
queens.  Schwarz  traces  this  pat¬ 
tern  in  works  by  Shakespeare, 
Spenser,  Sidney,  Raleigh,  and 
Jonson,  as  well  as  in  such  materi¬ 
als  as  conduct  manuals,  explor¬ 
ers’  accounts,  court  spectacles, 
and  political  tracts.  Through 
readings  of  these  texts,  Schwarz 
shows  that  the  Amazon  myth 
provided  a  language  both  for  set¬ 
ting  forth  and  for  challenging  the 
terms  of  social  logic.  In  represen¬ 
tations  of  Amazon  encounters, 
she  argues,  homosocial  bonds 
became  indistinguishable  from 


Now  in  paperback 

At  Home  in  the  World 
Michael  Jackson 

Ours  is  an  era  of  uprootedness, 
with  fewer  and  fewer  people 
living  out  their  lives  where  they 
are  born.  At  such  a  time,  in  such 
a  world,  what  does  it  mean  to  be 
“at  home”?  Perhaps  among  a 
nomadic  people,  for  whom 
dwelling  is  not  synonymous  with 
being  housed  and  settled,  the 
search  for  an  answer  to  this 
question  might  lead  to  a  new  way 
of  thinking  about  home  and 
homelessness,  exile  and  belong¬ 
ing.  First  published  by  Duke 
University  Press  in  1995,  At 
Home  in  the  World  is  the  story  of 
just  such  a  search,  chronicling 
Jackson’s  experience  among  the 
Warlpiri  of  the  Tanami  Desert  in 
Central  Australia  where  he  lived, 
worked,  and  traveled  intermit¬ 
tently  over  three  years. 

Blending  narrative  ethnography, 
empirical  research,  philosophy, 
and  poetry,  Jackson  construes 
the  meaning  of  home  existen¬ 
tially,  as  a  metaphor  for  the  bal¬ 


ance  people  try  to  strike  between 
the  world  they  call  their  own  and 
the  world  they  see  as  “other.” 
Home  is  never  a  stable  essence, 
therefore,  but  a  constantly  nego¬ 
tiated  relationship  between  being 
closed  and  open,  acting  and 
being  acted  upon.  At  once  a 
moving  depiction  of  an  aborigi¬ 
nal  culture,  and  a  meditation  on 
the  practice  of  anthropology,  At 
Home  in  the  World  is  a  timely 
reflection  on  how,  in  defining 
home,  we  continue  to  define 
ourselves. 

Michael  Jackson  is  currently 
Guest  Professor  of  Anthropology 
at  the  University  of  Copenhagen. 
He  is  an  award-winning  poet, 
novelist,  and  anthropologist 
whose  many  books  include 
Antipodes,  The  Blind  Impress, 
Pieces  of  Music  (a  novel),  and 
Minima  Ethnographica: 
Intersubjectivity  and  the 
Anthropological  Project. 
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heterosexual  desires,  masculine 
agency  attached  itself  as  logically 
to  women  as  it  did  to  men,  and 
sexual  difference  was  made 
nearly  impossible  to  sustain  or 
define.  Schwarz’s  analysis  unveils 
the  Amazon  as  a  theoretical 
term,  one  that  illuminates  the 
tensions  and  paradoxes  through 
which  ideologies  of  the  domestic 
take  shape. 

Tough  Love  contributes  to  the 
ongoing  discussion  of  gendered 
identity  and  sexual  desire  in  the 
early  modern  period.  It  will 
interest  students  of  queer  theory, 
cultural  studies,  early  modern 
history,  feminism,  and  literature. 

Kathryn  Schwarz  is  Assistant 
Professor  of  English  at 
Vanderbilt  University. 
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The  Vanishing: 
Shakespeare,  the 
Subject,  and  Early 
Modern  Culture 
Christopher  Pye 


In  The  Vanishing  Christopher 
Pye  combines  psychoanalytic 
and  cultural  theory  to  advance 
an  innovative  interpretation  of 
Renaissance  history  and  subjec¬ 
tivity.  Locating  the  emergence  of 
the  modern  subject  in  the  era’s 
transition  from  feudalism  to  a 
modern  societal  state,  Pye  sup¬ 
ports  his  argument  with  inter¬ 
pretations  of  diverse  cultural  and 
literary  phenomena,  including 
Shakespeare’s  Hamlet  and  King 
Lear,  witchcraft  and  demonism, 
anatomy  theaters,  and  the  paint¬ 
ings  of  Michelangelo. 

Pye  explores  the  emergence  of 
the  early  modern  subject  in 
terms  of  a  range  of  subjectivizing 
mechanisms  tied  to  the  birth  of  a 
modern  conception  of  history, 
one  that  is  structured  around  a 
spatial  and  temporal  horizon — a 
vanishing  point.  He  also  dis¬ 
cusses  the  distincdy  economic 
character  of  early  modern  sub¬ 
jectivity  and  how  this,  too,  is 
implicated  in  our  own  modern 
modes  of  historical  understand¬ 
ing.  After  explaining  how  the 
aims  of  New  Historicist  and 
Foucauldian  approaches  to  the 
Renaissance  are  inseparably 
linked  to  such  a  historical  con¬ 
ception,  Pye  demonstrates  how 
the  early  modern  subject  can 
be  understood  in  terms  of  a 
Lacanian  and  Zizekian  account 
of  the  emerging  social  sphere.  By 
focusing  on  the  Renaissance  as  a 
period  of  remarkable  artistic  and 
cultural  production,  he  is  able  to 
illustrate  his  points  with  discus¬ 
sions  of  a  number  of  uniquely 
fascinating  topics — for  instance, 
how  demonism  was  intimately 
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related  to  a  significant  shift  in 
law  and  symbolic  order  and  how 
there  existed  at  the  time  a 
“demonic”  preoccupation  with 
certain  erotic  dimensions  of  the 
emergent  social  subject. 

Highly  sophisticated  and  ele¬ 
gantly  crafted,  The  Vanishing  will 
be  of  interest  to  students  of 
Shakespeare  and  early  modern 
culture,  Renaissance  visual  art, 
and  cultural  and  psychoanalytic 
theory. 

Christopher  Pye  is  Professor  of 
English  at  Williams  College.  He 
is  the  author  of  The  Regal 
Phantasm:  Shakespeare  and  the 
Politics  of  Spectacle. 
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The  Monster  in  the 
Machine:  Magic, 
Medicine,  and  the 
Marvelous  in  the  Time  of 
the  Scientific  Revolution 
Zakiya  Hanafi 

The  Monster  in  the  Machine 
tracks  the  ways  in  which  human 
beings  were  defined  in  contrast 
to  supernatural  and  demonic 
creatures  during  the  time  of  the 
Scientific  Revolution.  Zakiya 
Hanafi  recreates  scenes  of  Italian 
life  and  culture  from  the  late  six¬ 
teenth  to  the  early  eighteenth 
centuries  to  track  how  monsters 
were  conceptualized  at  this  par¬ 
ticular  locale  and  historical  junc¬ 
ture — a  period  when  the  sacred 
was  being  supplanted  by  a  secu¬ 
lar,  decidedly  nonmagical  way  of 
looking  at  the  world. 

Explaining  that  the  word  “mon¬ 
ster”  is  derived  from  the  Latin 
for  “omen”  or  “warning,” 

Hanafi  begins  with  an  explo¬ 
ration  of  the  monster’s  early 
identity  as  a  portent  or  messen¬ 
ger  from  God.  While  monsters 
have  always  been  considered 
“whatever  we  are  not,”  they  were 
gradually  thought  of  more  as 
mechanical  devices  when  new 


discoveries  in  science  and  medi¬ 
cine  began  to  reveal  the  mechan¬ 
ical  nature  of  the  human  body 
itself.  In  analyzing  the  historical 
literature  of  monstrosity,  magic, 
and  museum  collections,  Hanafi 
uses  contemporary  theory  and 
philosophy  of  technology  to  illu¬ 
minate  the  timeless  significance 
of  the  monster  theme.  She  elabo¬ 
rates  the  association  within  med¬ 
ical  literature  between  women 
and  the  monstrous  and  sheds 
new  light  on  the  work  of  Vico — 
particularly  his  notion  of  the 
conatus — by  analyzing  it  in  rela¬ 
tion  to  Vico’s  own  personal 
health.  By  explicating  obscure 
and  fascinating  texts  from  such 
disciplines  as  medicine  and  poet¬ 
ics,  she  invites  the  reader  to  the 
piazzas  and  pulpits  of  seven¬ 
teenth-century  Naples,  where 
poets,  courtiers,  and  Jesuit 
preachers  used  grotesque  figures 
of  speech  to  captivate  their  audi¬ 
ences  with  their  monstrous  wit. 

Drawing  from  a  variety  of  texts 
from  medicine,  moral  philoso¬ 
phy,  and  poetics,  Hanafi’s 
guided  tour  through  this 
baroque  museum  of  ideas  wall 
interest  readers  in  comparative 
literature,  Italian  literature,  his¬ 
tory  of  ideas,  history  of  science, 
art  history,  poetics,  women’s 


studies,  and  philosophy. 

Zakiya  Hanafi  is  an  independent 
scholar  who  divides  her  time 
between  Seattle,  Washington, 
and  Venice,  Italy. 
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Men  without  Women: 
Masculinity  and 
Revolution  in  Russian 
Fiction,  1917-1929 

Eliot  Borenstein 


In  Men  without  Women  Eliot 
Borenstein  examines  the  litera¬ 
ture  of  the  early  Soviet  period  to 
shed  new  light  on  the  iconic 
Russian  concept  of  comradeship. 
By  analyzing  a  variety  of  Russian 
writers  who  span  the  ideological 
spectrum,  Borenstein  provides 
an  illuminating  reading  of  the 
construction  of  masculinity  in 
Soviet  culture.  In  each  example 
he  identifies  the  replacement  of 
blood  ties  with  ideology  and  the 
creation  of  a  social  order  in 
which  the  family  has  been  sup¬ 
planted  by  the  collective. 

In  such  works  as  Red  Cavalry  by 
Isaac  Babel,  Envy  by  Yuri  Olesha, 
and  Chevengur  by  Andrei 
Platanov,  women  are  either 
absent  or  transformed  into  bodi¬ 
less  abstractions.  Their  absence, 
claims  Borenstein,  reflects  the 
masculine  values  that  are  hall¬ 
marks  of  the  post-revolutionary 
era:  production  rather  than 
reproduction,  participation  in 
history  rather  than  domestic 


36 


ahistoricity,  heavy  industry,  con¬ 
struction,  and  struggle.  He  iden¬ 
tifies  in  this  literature  groups  of 
“men  without  women”  replacing 
the  family,  even  while  the 
metaphor  of  family  is  used  as  an 
organizing  feature  of  their  recur¬ 
ring  revolutionary  missions. 
With  the  passage  of  time,  these 
characters’  relationships — just  as 
those  in  the  Soviet  culture  of  the 
time — begin  to  resemble  the 
family  structure  that  was  origi¬ 
nally  rejected  and  destroyed, 
with  one  important  exception: 
the  new  “families”  had  no  place 
for  women.  According  to 
Borenstein,  this  masculinist 
myth  found  its  most  congenial 
audience  during  the  early  period 
of  communism,  but  its  hostility 
to  women  and  family  ties  could 
not  survive  into  the  Stalinist  era 
when  women,  home,  and  family 
were  no  longer  seen  as  antitheti¬ 
cal  to  socialism. 

Drawing  on  the  theory  and  writ¬ 
ings  of  Levi-Strauss,  Girard, 
Sedgwick,  and  others,  Men 
Without  Women  will  be  of  inter¬ 
est  to  students  and  scholars  of 
Slavic  literature  and  history  as 
well  as  specialists  in  literary 
theory  and  gender  studies. 

Eliot  Borenstein  is  Assistant 
Professor  of  Russian  and  Slavic 
Studies  at  New  York  University. 
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The  Collected  Letters 
of  Thomas  and  Jane 
Welsh  Carlyle 
Volume  28: 1853 

Kenneth  J.  Fielding, 
senior  editor 
Ian  Campbell,  Aileen 
Christianson,  David  R. 
Sorensen,  editors 

Duke  University  Press  is  again 
proud  to  publish  a  new  volume 
in  the  series  of  the  Carlyle  letters. 

Four  occurrences  pervade  this 
new  collection  of  letters:  the 
decline  and  death  of  Thomas 
Carlyle’s  mother;  Thomas’s  con¬ 
tinued  research  of  Frederick  the 
Great;  the  Carlyles’s  struggle 
against  the  perpetual  irritation  of 
urban  noise,  particularly  roost¬ 
ers,  which  led  to  the  construc¬ 
tion  of  a  soundproof  room;  and 
the  Carlyles’  introduction  to 
Talbotypes,  an  early  form  of 
photography.  While  domestic 
concerns  pervade  the  volume,  it 
also  provides  the  usual  insight 
into  societal  and  political  culture 
of  the  1850s  through  the  couple’s 
interaction  with  influential  fig¬ 
ures,  including  Charles  Dickens, 
Ralph  Waldo  Emerson,  and 
Delia  Bacon. 

From  reviews  of  previous  volumes: 

“Neurotic,  complaining,  self- 
absorbed  and  repetitive  both 
Carlyles  may  be  in  their  letters, 
but  they  are  a  pair  entirely  sui 
generis,  both  in  their  way 
endowed  with  genius,  and  no 
better  observers  existed  of 
Victorian  London  life,  from 
that  of  the  richest  aristocrats 
to  that  of  the  poorest  foreign 
refugees.” — Rosemary  Ashton, 
Times  Literary  Supplement 

“These  letters,  new  and  old, 
reveal  much  about  the  lives, 
attitudes,  and  activities  of  the 
Carlyles,  surely  one  of  the  most 
fascinating  couples  of  the 
Victorian  era.” — Joel  J.  Brattin, 
Nineteenth-Century  Prose 


JANE  CARLYLE/COURTESY  OF  NATIONAL  PORTRAIT  GALLERY. 

Kenneth  J.  Fielding  is  Emeritus 
George  Saintsbury  Professor  of 
English  Literature  at  the 
University  of  Edinburgh.  Ian 
Campbell  is  Professor  of  Scottish 
Literature  and  Aileen 
Christianson  is  Senior  Lecturer 
in  Scottish  Literature,  also  at  the 
University  of  Edinburgh. 

David  R.  Sorensen  is  Associate 
Professor  of  English  at 
St.  Joseph’s  University. 
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POLITICAL  SCIENCE 


Stations  of  the  Cross: 
Adorno  and  Christian 
Right  Radio 
Paul  Apostolidis 


Since  the  1970s,  American  soci¬ 
ety  has  provided  especially  fertile 
ground  for  the  growth  of  the 
Christian  right  and  its  influence 
on  both  political  and  cultural 
discourse.  In  Stations  of  the  Cross 
political  theorist  Paul 
Apostolidis  shows  how  a  critical 
component  of  this  movement’s 
popular  culture — evangelical 
conservative  radio — interacts 
with  the  current  U.S.  political 
economy.  By  examining  in  par¬ 
ticular  James  Dobson’s  enor¬ 
mously  influential  program, 
Focus  on  the  Family — its  mes¬ 
sages,  politics,  and  effects — 
Apostolidis  reveals  the  complex 
nature  of  contemporary  conserv¬ 
ative  religious  culture. 


Public  ideology  and  institutional 
tendencies  clash,  the  author 
argues,  in  the  restructuring  of 
the  welfare  state,  the  financing  of 
the  electoral  system,  and  the 
backlash  against  women  and 
minorities.  These  frictions  are 
nowhere  more  apparent  than  on 
Christian  right  radio. 
Reinvigorating  the  intellectual 
tradition  of  the  Frankfurt 
School,  Apostolidis  shows  how 
ideas  derived  from  early  critical 
theory — in  particular  that  of 
Theodor  W.  Adorno- — can  illu¬ 
minate  the  political  and  social 
dynamics  of  this  aspect  of  con¬ 
temporary  American  culture.  He 
uses  and  reworks  Adorno’s  theo¬ 
ries  to  interpret  the  nationally 
broadcast  Focus  on  the  Family, 
revealing  how  the  cultural  dis¬ 
course  of  the  Christian  right  res¬ 
onates  with  recent  structural 
transformations  in  the  Ameri- 
canpolitical  economy. 


JAMES  DOBSON 


Apostolidis  shows  that  the  anti¬ 
dote  to  the  Christian  right’s  mar¬ 
riage  of  religious  and  market 
fundamentalism  lies  not  in  a 
reinvocation  of  liberal  funda¬ 
mentals,  but  rather  depends  on  a 
patient  cultivation  of  the  affini¬ 
ties  between  religion’s  utopian 
impulses  and  radical,  democratic 
challenges  to  the  present  politi¬ 
cal-economic  order. 

Mixing  critical  theory  with 
detailed  analysis,  Stations  of  the 
Cross  provides  a  needed  contri¬ 
bution  to  sociopolitical  studies 
of  mass  movements  and  will 
attract  readers  in  sociology, 
political  science,  philosophy,  and 
history. 

Paul  Apostolidis  is  Assistant 
Professor  of  Politics  at  Whitman 
College  in  Walla  Walla, 
Washington. 


POLITICAL  THEORY 

312  pages 
6x9  trim  size 
isbn  0-8223-2541-1 
paper,  $18.95  /  £12.95 
isbn  0-8223-2504-7 
library  cloth  $54.95  /  £37.00 

JULY 


38 


Citizens,  Experts,  and 
the  Environment:  The 
Politics  of  Local 
Knowledge 

Frank  Fischer 

The  tension  between  profes¬ 
sional  expertise  and  democratic 
governance  has  become  increas¬ 
ingly  significant  in  Western  poli¬ 
tics.  Environmental  politics  in 
particular  is  a  hotbed  for  citizens 
who  actively  challenge  the  impo¬ 
sition  of  expert  theories  that 
ignore  particular  local  knowl¬ 
edge  that  can  help  to  relate  tech¬ 
nical  facts  to  social  values.  In 
Citizens,  Experts,  and  the 
Environment  Frank  Fischer 
explores  this  often  strained 
interaction  between  technical 
environmental  experts  and  citi¬ 
zen  participants  and  proposes  a 
new  model  of  politics  based  on 
participatory  inquiry  and  citi¬ 
zen-expert  synergy. 

Where  information  ideologues 
see  the  modern  increase  in  infor¬ 
mation  as  capable  of  making 
everyone  smarter,  others  see  the 


emergence  of  a  society  divided 
between  those  with  and  those 
without  knowledge.  Suggesting 
realistic  strategies  to  bridge  this 
divide,  Fischer  calls  for  meaning¬ 
ful  nonexpert  involvement  in 
policymaking  and  shows  how 
the  deliberations  of  ordinary  cit¬ 
izens  can  help  solve  complex 
social  and  environmental  prob¬ 
lems  by  contributing  nontechni¬ 
cal  knowledge  to  the  profession¬ 
als’  expertise.  While  incorporat¬ 
ing  theoretical  critiques  of  posi¬ 
tivism  and  methodology,  he  also 
offers  hard  evidence  to  demon¬ 
strate  that  the  ordinary  citizen  is 
capable  of  a  great  deal  more  par¬ 
ticipation  than  is  generally  rec¬ 
ognized.  Recent  situations  in 
Copenhagen,  Denmark; 
Woburn,  Massachusetts;  and 
Kerala,  India,  serve  as  models  of 
the  participatory  inquiry  he  pro¬ 
poses,  showing  how  the  local 
knowledge  of  citizens  is  invalu¬ 
able  to  policy  formation.  In  his 
conclusion  Fischer  moves  his 
model  from  the  context  of  envi¬ 
ronmental  issues  to  the  larger 
societal  issues  of  deliberative 
structures  and  participatory 
democracy. 


This  study  will  interest  political 
scientists,  public  policy  practi¬ 
tioners,  sociologists,  scientists, 
environmentalists,  activists, 
urban  planners,  and  public 
administrators  along  with  those 
wishing  to  learn  more  about  the 
relationship  between  democracy 
and  science  in  a  modern  techno¬ 
logical  society. 

Frank  Fischer  is  Professor  of 
Political  Science  at  Rutgers 
University.  He  is  the  author  of 
Evaluating  Public  Policy  and 
Technocracy  and  the  Politics  of 
Expertise,  among  others  books, 
and  has  coedited  a  number 
more,  including  The 
Argumentative  Turn  in  Policy 
Analysis  and  Planning,  also  pub¬ 
lished  by  Duke  University  Press. 
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Toward  a  History  of 
Applied  Economics 

Jeff  Biddle  and  Roger  E. 
Backhouse,  editors 

Histories  of  economic  thought 
have  generally  focused  on  the 
development  of  economic 
theory,  notably  value  and  distri¬ 
bution.  The  activity  of  applying 
economic  theory  to  the  under¬ 
standing  of  particular  situations 
and  the  solution  of  specific  prob¬ 
lems,  though  a  part  of  the  work 
of  economists  for  several  genera¬ 
tions,  has  received  relatively  little 
attention  from  historians  of  eco¬ 
nomics.  Toward  a  History  of 
Applied  Economics  explores  such 
themes  as  changes  in  the  histori¬ 
cal  conception  of  applied  eco¬ 
nomics  and  its  relationship  to 
the  “core”  of  economic  theory, 
the  emergence  and  decline  of 
applied  fields,  and  issues  of 
applying  general  theoretical 
tools  and  concepts  to  real-world 
problems. 

This  is  the  2000  supplement  to 
the  journal  History  of  Political 
Economy.  All  2000  subscribers 
will  receive  a  copy  of  this  book  as 
part  of  their  annual  subscription. 

Contributors.  Roger  E. 

Backhouse,  Jeff  Biddle,  Flavio 
Comim,  Robert  W.  Dimand, 
Alistair  Dow,  Sheila  C.  Dow, 
Robert  Goldfarb,  Alan  Hutton, 
Bruce  E.  Kaufman,  Judy  Klein, 
Thomas  C.  Feonard,  Stephen 
Meardon,  Steven  G.  Medema, 
Herman  Stekler,  Pedro  Nuno 
Teixeira,  Warren  Young 

Jeff  Biddle  is  Professor  of 
Economics  at  Michigan  State 
University.  Roger  E.  Backhouse 
is  Professor  of  Economics  at 
Birmingham  University  in  Great 
Britain. 
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ENVIRONMENTAL  STUDIES 


Agrarian  Environments: 
Resources, 
Representations,  and 
Rule  in  India 

Arun  Agrawal  and 
K.  Sivaramakrishnan, 
editors 

Agrarian  Environments  questions 
the  dichotomies  that  have  struc¬ 
tured  earlier  analyses  of  environ¬ 
mental  processes  in  India  and 
offers  a  new  way  of  looking  at 
the  relationship  between  agrar¬ 
ian  transformation  and  environ¬ 
mental  change.  The  contributors 
claim  that  attempts  to  explain 
environmental  conflicts  in  terms 
of  the  local  versus  the  global, 
indigenous  versus  outsiders, 
women  versus  men,  or  the  com¬ 
munity  versus  the  market  or 
state  obscure  vital  dynamics  of 
mobilization  and  organization 
that  critically  influence  thought 
and  policy. 

Editors  Arun  Agrawal  and  K. 
Sivaramakrishnan  claim  that 
rural  social  change  in  India 
cannot  be  understood  without 
exploring  how  environmental 


changes  articulate  major  aspects 
of  agrarian  transformations — 
technological,  cultural,  and 
political — in  the  last  two  cen¬ 
turies.  In  order  to  examine  these 
issues,  they  have  reached  beyond 
the  confines  of  single  discipli¬ 
nary  allegiances  or  methodologi¬ 
cal  loyalties  to  bring  together 
anthropologists,  historians, 
political  scientists,  geographers, 
and  environmental  scientists 
who  are  significantly  informed 
by  interdisciplinary  research. 
Drawing  on  extensive  field  and 
archival  research,  the  contribu¬ 
tors  demonstrate  the  powerful 
political  implications  of  blurring 
the  boundaries  between  dichoto¬ 
mous  cultural  representations, 
combine  conceptual  analyses 
with  specific  case  studies,  and 
look  at  why  competing  powers 
chose  to  emphasize  particular 
representations  of  land  use  or 
social  relations.  By  providing  a 
more  textured  analysis  of  how 
categories  emerge  and  change, 
this  work  offers  the  possibility  of 
creating  crucial  alliances  across 
populations  that  have  histori¬ 
cally  been  assumed  to  lack 
mutual  goals. 


Agrarian  Environments  will  be 
valuable  to  those  in  political  sci¬ 
ence,  Asian  studies,  and  environ¬ 
mental  studies. 

Contributors.  Arun  Agrawal, 
Mark  Baker,  Molly  Chatto- 
padhyaya,  Vinay  Gidwani,  Sumit 
Guha,  Shubhra  Gururani,  Cecile 
lackson,  David  Ludden, 
Haripriya  Rangan,  Paul  Robbins, 
Vasant  Saberwal,  James  C.  Scott, 
K.  Sivaramakrishnan,  Ajay 
Skaria,  Jennifer  Springer,  Darren 
Zook 

Arun  Agrawal  is  Assistant 
Professor  of  Political  Science  at 
Yale  University.  He  is  the  author 
of  Greener  Pastures:  Politics, 
Markets,  and  Community  among 
a  Migrant  Pastoral  People,  also 
published  by  Duke  University 
Press.  K.  Sivaramakrishnan  is 
Assistant  Professor  of 
Anthropology  at  the  University 
of  Washington  and  author  of 
Modern  Forests:  Statemaking  and 
Environmental  Change  in 
Colonial  Eastern  India. 
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LEGAL  STUDIES 


LINGUISTICS 


The  Federal 

Appointments  Process: 

A  Constitutional  and 
Historical  Analysis 
Michael  J.  Gerhardt 

The  perennially  controversial 
world  of  federal  appointments  of 
judges  and  executive  branch  offi¬ 
cers  has  long  intrigued  acade¬ 
mics  and  the  public  but  has  not 
received  thorough  historical 
analysis  until  now.  With  The 
Federal  Appointments  Process, 
historical  perspective  on  the 
process  is  finally  available: 
Michael  J.  Gerhardt  provides  a 
comprehensive  and  fascinating 
analysis  of  two  hundred  years  of 
federal  appointments. 

Many  scholars,  and  legal  scholars 
in  particular,  have  limited  their 
study  of  the  federal  appoint¬ 
ments  process  to  particular  dra¬ 
matic  conflicts,  tending  to  view 
appointments  in  a  vacuum  with¬ 
out  regard  to  other  incidents  in 
the  process,  other  legislative 
matters,  or  broader  social,  politi¬ 
cal,  and  historical  developments. 
Gerhardt  does  precisely  the 
opposite:  employing  the  method 
of  “historical  institutionalism,” 
he  examines  much  of  the  history 
of  the  process,  including  every 
president’s  performance  in  the 
appointments  process,  virtually 
all  the  major  confirmation  con¬ 
tests  in  American  history,  and 
the  significant  legal  and  constitu¬ 
tional  questions  raised  through¬ 
out  history.  The  approach  is  not 
limited  to  politicos,  however,  as 
Gerhardt  includes  in  his  discus¬ 
sion  the  important  roles  played 
by  media  and  technology  in  fed¬ 
eral  appointments.  He  concludes 
with  suggestions  for  reforms  in 
light  of  recent  controversies 
springing  from  the  longest  delays 
in  history  that  many  judicial 
nominees  are  now  facing  in  the 
Senate. 

This  comprehensive  look  into 
the  federal  appointments  process 
is  as  revealing  with  respect  to 
political  intrigue  as  it  is  informa- 


PADS  # 83 

Identity  and  Ethnicity  in 
the  Rural  South:  A 
Sociolinguistic  View 
through  Past  and 
Present  Be 
Kirk  Hazen 

Identity  and  Ethnicity  in  the 
Rural  South  investigates  the 
interaction  of  cultural  and  ethnic 
identity  as  realized  in  language 
variation.  Through  the  quantita¬ 
tive  and  qualitative  analysis  of 
sociolinguistic  data  on  the  past 
tense  of  the  verb  be  and  on  its 
absence,  this  work  explains  the 
synchronic  and  diachronic 
trends  of  language  variation  and 
several  important  social  factors, 
including  ethnicity,  sex,  and  cul¬ 
tural  identity.  This  volume  also 
informs  the  debates  about  the 
origins  and  contemporary  syn¬ 
chronic  relations  of  African 
American  Vernacular  English  to 
other  ethnic  varieties. 

Kirk  Hazen  is  Assistant  Professor 
of  English  at  West  Virginia 
University. 

LINGUISTICS 

Publication  of  the  American 
Dialect  Society  (PADS) 

185  pages 
6x9  trim  size 
isbn  0-8223-6471-9 
paper,  $20.00  /  £13.50 

AVAILABLE 


tive  with  respect  to  political 
institutions.  Gerhardt’s  intensive 
treatment  of  this  topical  subject 
will  be  of  interest  to  students  and 
scholars  of  political  science,  gov¬ 
ernment,  history,  and  legal  stud¬ 
ies. 

Michael  J.  Gerhardt  is  Professor 
of  Law  at  the  College  of  William 
and  Mary  School  of  Law.  His 
other  books  include  The  Federal 
Impeachment  Process:  A 
Constitutional  and  Historical 
Analysis  and  Constitutional 
Theory:  Arguments  and 
Perspectives,  each  in  their  second 
edition. 

LAW/AMERICAN  HISTORY 

Constitutional  Conflicts 
376  pages 
6x9  trim  size 
isbn  0-8223-2528-4 
cloth,  $34.95  /  £24.00 

NOVEMBER 


PADS  #84 

Small-Town  Values, 
Big-City  Vowels:  A 
Study  of  the  Northern 
Cities  Shift  in  Michigan 

Matthew  J.  Gordon 

This  book  presents  a  sociolin¬ 
guistic  study  of  the  Northern 
Cities  Shift,  a  complex  pattern  of 
vowel  changes  heard  across  the 
traditional  Inland  North  dialect 
region  of  the  United  States.  The 
study  reports  on  how  residents 
of  small  towns  are  reacting  to 
these  changes,  which  are  associ¬ 
ated  with  urban  speech.  Utilizing 
both  quantitative  and  qualitative 
evidence,  the  author  offers  a 
richly  detailed  account  of  the 
sociolinguistic  distribution  of 
the  changes  in  the  communities 
investigated.  This  work  sheds 
new  light  on  this  important  pat¬ 
tern  of  change  as  well  as  on  the 
processes  involved  in  the  diffu¬ 
sion  of  language  change  in 
general. 

Matthew  J.  Gordon  is  Assistant 
Professor  of  English  at  Purdue 
University,  Calumet. 
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Publication  of  the  American 
Dialect  Society  (PADS) 
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isbn  0-8223-6478-6 
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